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B THERE A SANTA CLAUS? 
By Francis P. Church 

BACK in 1897 a newspaper 
worker, Francis P. Church, 
was given a Id ler from n 

little girl to answer. The main 
content of the child's letter was 
"Is There a Santa Claus?" The 
reply of Mr. Church published in 
{be New York Sun has been re-
printed many, many times sincc 
all over the world. Its message is 
just as good in 1034 as it was in 
W97. 

Here is what appeared in the 
Sun September 21, 1897: 

"We take pleasure in an-
swering at once and thus prom-
inently the communication be-
low, expressing at the same 
time our great gratiflcation that 
i ts Xaithful author is numbered 
among the fr iends of The Sun: 

Dear Editor—I am 8 years 
old. Some of my little friends 
say there is no Santa Claus. 

- Papa says, 'if you see it in 
The Sun it's so.' Please tell 
me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus? 

VIRGINIA  OHANLON, 
115 West Ninety-fifth St. 

"Virginia, your little friends 
are wrong. They have been af-
fected by the skepticism of a 
skeptical age. TTiey do not 
believe except they see. They 
think that nothing can be 
which is not comprehensible 
by their little minds. All  minds 
Virginia, whether they be men's 
o r children's are little. In this 
great universe of ours man is a 
mere insect, an ant, in his in-
tellect, as compared with the 
boundless world about him, as 
measured by the intelligenci 
capable of grasping the whole 
truth and knowledge. 

"Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus. <He exists as cer-
tainly as love and generosity 
and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and 
sive to your life its highest 
Beauty and joy. Alas! how 
dreary would be the world if 
there were no Santa Claus: It 
would be as drear- as if there 
were no Virginias. There would 
be no childlike faith then, no 
poetry, no romance to make 
tolerable this existence. We 
should have no enjoyment, ex-
cept in sense and sight. The 
eternal light with which child-
hood Alls the world would be 
extinguished. 

"Not believe in Santa Claus! 
You might as well not believe in 
fair ies! You might get your pa-

Sto hire men to watch in all 
6 chimneys on Christmas eve 

to catch Santa Claus, but even 
if  they did not see Santa Claus 
coming down what would that 
prove? Nobody sees Santa 
Claus. But that is no sign that 
there is no Santa Claus. The 
most real things in the world 
a re those that neither children 
nor men can see. Did you ever 
sec fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that's no 
proof they are not there. No-
body can conceive ur imagine 
all the wonders there are un-
seen and unseeable in the 
world. 

"You tear apart the baby's 
rattle and see what makes the 
noise inside, but there is a veil 

t covering the unseen world, 
which not the strongest man, 
nor even the united strength of 
all the strongest men that ever 
lived, could tear apart. Only 
faith, fancy, poetry, love, ro-
mance, can push aside that cur-
tain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory be-
yond. Is it all real? Ah. Vir-
ginia, in all this world there is 
nothing else real and abiding. 

"No Santa Claus? Thank God! 
he lives, and he lives forever. 
A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay, ten times ten 
thousand years from now. he 
will  continue to make glad the 
heart of childhood." 

When the clock points out the the winning vote.' 
hour of 8 p. m. Saturday, then will  TORY certain, 
have passed into history the great-
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Odds  and Ends 
Here mid There 

Pithy Points Picked Up and 
Patly Put By Our Peripa-

tetic Pencil Pusher 

Circulation  Drive to 
End Saturday Night 

Sealed Ballot Box Now in Effect; Race 
Ends at Eight O'clock; Winners In 

Doubt Judges to Count Votes 

Worthy C. Matron 
Honors Local 0.£.5. 

-to make VIC-

est, the most liberal and the hard-
est fought campaign ever staged 
in this section of the state. Only 
two more days remain of the Low-
ell Ledger "Christmas Prize" 
Subscription Campaign. 

Promptly on the stroke of 8 KM) 
o'clock Saturday night, the oflicial 
judges will  announce the campaign 
closed and will  take possession of 
the sealed ballot box which is now 
in the State Savings Bank and 
which will  remain there until the 
closing hour Saturday night, when 
votes will  be cdunted and the 
prizes awarded to the successful 
candidates. 

The stage is all set for the fin-
ish and every candidate is en-
deavoring to step out of the posi-
tion they hold and share in a BIG 
way in the distribution of the 
prizes. A glance at the relative 
positions will  convince everyone 
that action NOW is difieront from 
what it was last week and during 
the early days of the campaign. 
The candidates are poundingdown 
the home stretch, straining every 
resource at their command to 
forge ahead. The finish is only a 
short distance ahead and only a 
few more hours remain to gather 

Who Will Win in the Lowell Ledger 
"Christmas Prize99 Subscription Campaign 
Who will  the winners be? That 

is the question now! It will  be 
answered at eight o'clock Satur-
day night, Dec. 22nd, when the 
Judges count the results in the 
sealed ballot box. The contesi-
ants are shown in the order of 
their standings in the campaign. 

Candidates are requested to 
call at the ofiice of The Lowell 
Ledger and verify their accounts 

How They Stand 
Who Will  Win ? 

Miss Louise Blaser, Lowell, R. 1. 
Miss Pauline Kilgus, Alto, R. 1. 
Miss Edith Althaus, Lowell, R. 2. 
Mrs. Rosella Yeiter, Lowell. 
Mrs. Fred Pattison, Alto. 
Mrs. Vivian Schneider, Lowell, R. 

2. 
Miss Irene Reusser, Lowell. 
Miss Evelyn Borgerson, Lowell. 

WHO WILL  WIN? 
All  votes and subscriptions with 

amounts to cover must be in the 
sealed ballot box ' at the State 
Savings Bank by eight o'clock on 
Saturday night, Dec. 22nd. Read 
the details for the final count 
elsewhere in this issue. 

The Lowell Ledger olfice will  be 
kepi open Saturday evening for 
the candidates and their fr iends 
to wait in while the judges are 
making the final count at the 
State Savings Bank. 

The installation of the Eastern 
Star olllcers of Cyclamen Chapter. 
N. 04, was held at the Masonic 
temple Thursday evening, Dec. 13. 
Mrs. Gcorgina Bauer of Hastings, 
Worthy Grand Matron of the 
Grand Chapter of Michigan 0 . E. 
S., was Grand installing officer; 
Grand Chaplain, Mrs. Minnie 
l^otl of Elmdale, Grand Installing 
chaplain; Mrs. J. M. Townsend of 
iHastings acted as Grand inslalling 
marshall; Miss Mabel Hall acted 
as Rrand organist. 

The officers installed for the 
ensuing year were: Worthy Ma 
Iron, Mrs. Win. Hartman; Worthy 
Patron, Wm. C. IHartman; Associ-
ate Matron, Frances JelTeries; As-
sociate Patron, Allen Bennett; 
Secretary'. Mrs. Floyd Steeds 
Treasurer, Mrs. Arthur Arm-
strong; Conducless, Mrs. (Howard 
Krum; Associate Conductress, 
Mrs. Ernest Roth; Chaplain, Mrs. 
WHIard Hunter; Marshall, Mrs. 
Ed. Johnson; Organist, Rosella 
Yeiter; Ada, Mrs. Howard Ritten-
ger; Ruth, Mrs. Vine Hunter; 
Esther, Mrs. Mert Sinclair; Mar-
tha, Mrs. Allen Bennett; Electa, 
Mrs. l^otta Kniffin;  Warder, Mrs. 
Eugene Carr; Sentinel, Sherman 
Avery. 

A fine program was given be-
fore the installation which was 
greatly enjoyed. Lucille Warner 
gave two readings. Mrs. Phillip 
Schneider sang a solo accompan-
ied by her mother, Mrs. (Harvey 
Haysmer at the piano; Mrs. A. B. 
Smith pleased all with her fine 
readings; Miss Mabel Hall favored 
with two piano solos. 

The Chapter room was prettily 
decorated with trimmings appro-
priate to the season. A dinner 
preceded the meeting with last 
year's officers entertaining the 
Grand installing officers and re-
freshments were served following 
the meeting to guests fromClarks-
ville, Grattan, Saranac, Ada and 
Lowell. 

The members of Cyclamen 
Chapter wish to thank all those 
who so kindly assisted in making 
the evening an enjoyable success. 

Along Main St. 
A permanent conference clear-

ing house for interstate tax in-
formation was set up December 
12 in Chicago by representatives 
of tax commissions in seven great 
lake states. M. B. McPherson of 
the Michigan lax commission, 
elected chairman of the group, an-
nounced that complete organiza-
tion would be effected at a meet-
ing in March. The central states 
lax officials, ending a two-day 
meeting, announced at the con-
clusion of their conferences that 
state financial aid for public 
schools would be one of the most 
important problems cominit be-

. . . . . . Lowell, i ) e c . 12, 1934. fore their legislatures this winter. 
(ihildren are not to get on the 

ice on the river while they are in ........... 
our charge i. e.: from the lime proving valuable to vounc men in 
they leave home in the morning CCC camps, if the record at Camn 
until I hey arrive home in Ihe af- AuSable near Grayling is anv in-
lernoon. f parents wish to have dlcalion. HI. V. Borgerson of Low-
ineir children cross over on their ell, camp superintendent states 
way lo or from school, they that 15 of Ihe 27 rated enrollees 1 flip fl  kI of oitwittl  IK., in a.. ... r-

Realization of this fact is send-
ing candidates into every nook 
and corner of the Lowell trading 
territory, running down every 
possibility of a subscription and 
grasping at every opportunity 
that will  yield more votes. 

Bringing up every ounce of en-
ergy, contestants are rushing pell-
mell in every direction after sub> 
soriptions and SECOND PAY-
MENTS which have the BIG vot-
ing power this week. And the re-
sult of their herculean efforts will 
be made known thru a locked and 
sealed ballot box Saturday night. 

No one will  know how many-
votes it holds until the judges 
break the seal and make Ihe count 
Saturday night. 

This is a race without parallel. 
Never before was such a sensa-
tional dash lo the finish seen. 
Present indications are thai this 
week will  surpassall previous rec-
ord and lhal Saturday will  be the 
greatest day of all. A number of 
candidates are running neck and 
neck and the voles on just a few 
subscriptions may make all thedif-
ference in the world when the fin-
al count is made Salurdav at 8 
p. m. 

Head details for the final count 
elsewhere in Ibis issue. 

by nine o'clock Friday night by 
checking with Ihe campaign man-
ager. Failure to do so will  be 
considered formal notice of ac-
cepting the accounts as recorded 
and no corrections can be made 
thereafter. 

Last minute work will  win. 
This does not mean maybe; so 
let's go. and may the best candi-
date win first prize. 

Notice Regarding 
Danger on River 

QUR SONG BIRDS 

SAiNTA  CLAUS is quite liable 
to overlook Michigan's song 
and gamebirds in making his 

rounds during the coming Christ-
mas period unless the bird-lovers 
of the slate keep them in mind. 

If  a plan suggested by Dr. P. F. 
English, cover specialist of the 
Department of Conservation, 
were carried out, however, the 
song and gamebirds of the state 
wo^ld have a Christmas tree 
throughout Ihe winter season. 

English urges bird lovers to 
save their trees and place them in 
suitable places to attract the 
h in js . The branches are excellent 
p lates on which to place morsels 
of food such as bread and pieces 
of suet; ears of corn or suet may 
be hung f rom the lower limbs 
within reach of ground-feeding 
birds. 

If  several discarded trees arc 
available, English says, they may 
be placed in a circle, in Ihe center 
of which food can be placed for 
the birds. The trees arranged in 
that fashion will  provide pro-
lection from the elements as well 
as hiding places in times of need. 

A Question A Week 

Did you ever slop to think that 
business is the foundation upon 
which cities are built and that 
newspaper advertising creates 
business? 

Alto Bank to Pay 
D, E Certificates 

As may be seen by the official 
notice on another Bage of this 
irsue, the Farmers State Bank of 
Alto has issued a call for the final 
payment of their lime corlificates 
on December 20,1034. These cer-
tificates, which represent fifty 
percent of the assets of the bank, 
will  be paid in exactly eleven 
months from the dale of reorgani-

tion and is certainly a fine 
wing for the Alto bank. 

FORMER RESIDENT DEAD 

les D. Parks, 84, formerly 

molts. 

should file a statement with the 
teacher. If children arc permit-
ted by their parents lo skate on 
the river after school hours, we 
urge the children not to play near 
the store buildings, and we also 
urge them not to play over the 
mam stream. 

W. W. Gumser, Supl. 

Men get pearls from oysters; 
women get diamonds from nuts. 

Local Organizations to 
See That Every Needy Child 

Gets a Christmas Gift 
II  is proposed that each needy 

child in Kent County shall be 
given a Christmas present this 
year. The entire project is being 
sponsored by the Kent County 
Council of the American Ix'gion 
in what is commonly known as 
the "Dr. Edwards' Christmas 
party." 

The three local organizations, 
the American Legion Post, the 
American Legion Auxiliary, and 
the. Fortnightly Club, have as-
sumed the responsibility of taking 
care of Ihe townships of Lowell 
and Vcrgennes, including the vil-
lage of Lowell. The village of 
Lowell has conlribuled lo Ibis 
fund lo lake care of Ihe children 
in Ihe village. Lists are being 
revised and there will  be about 
250 children in these two town-
ships who must be given a pres-
ent. The plan is lo give each child 
one pound of candy, an orange or 
some other fruit, and an addi-
tional gift, such as a toy, a knife, 
or an article of clothing, all dc 
pending on Ihe age of the child, 
and it is proposed that the value 
of what is given lo each child 
shall be in the neighborhood of 
fifty  cents. 

The Fortnightly Club has al-
ready assembled a number of 
toys and gifts which it will  turn 
over for this purpose and the 
local American Legion Post will 
provide the funds for the purchase 

of the rest of the presents. The 
material is now being purchased 
and will  be assembled and put in 
packages, and will  he delivered 
h- the committee to the respective 
homes in these two townships. 

The general committee is as 
follows: Walter Kropf, Chair-
man; William Christiansen, Nor-
man E. Borgerson. William C. 
Doyle, Dr. H. P. Golfredsen, W. W. 
Gumser and B. M. Shivel. Sub-
sidiary committees are as follows: 
For purchasing candy and fruit, 
William Chrisliansen and Norman 
E. Borgerson. For purchasing 
toys and gifts: Miss Boss repre-
senting the Fortnightly Club, 
William Christiansen represent-
ing the U'gion and Mrs. Phelps 
representing Ihe Auxiliary. As-
sembling and packing: Miss 
Gramer of Ihe Fortnightly Club, 
Mrs. Golfredsen and Sirs. Phelps 
of the Auxiliary. Delivery and 
distribution will  be taken care of 
by William C. Doyle. 

This is a very worthy project 
and as before stated, the plan is 
that every needy child in these 
Iwo townships shall have a pres-
ent of the value of at least fifty 
cenls. No general appeal for 
funds is being made outside of 
these three organizations. How-
ever, contributions from any in-
dividual or organization would 
be gratefully received. 

Hope for State Help 
For School Grounds 

Supl. W. W. Gumser is in receipt 
of the following letter from Geo. 
H. Waring, Director of the Work 
Division, Kent County Welfare 
Belief Commission: 

"1 regret lo inform you that 
your project for improving the 
playground in Lowell, while ap-

Jiroved by the Kent County Wel-
are Relief Commission, has been 

disapproved by the state." 
This means that for the present 

this project will  be abandoned. 

l o n d t j o u l n i n e 8 aaderUto th« proltct. 

Want bring results. 

Christmas Prize 

Dnig Store. 
The judges were Mrs. Carl 

James, Mrs. Orlando Odell, Sey-
mour ttiesche, Theo Bailey aiid * ' '6.14; Cascade, $1,071.60; Grat-
O. J. Howard. Ian, $557.69; Lowell, $2,032.87; 

The best decorated residence Vcrgennes, $665.63. 
front will  be judged Saturday 

Sins of the parents are visited 
¥ . . . . . upon their children unto the 
Ledger want ads cost little, ac- third and fourth generation. And 

complish much. 

Our Qoristmas Gifti 

X [F IT were possible, your Home Town Newspaper 

would like to give as a Christmas gift to every person in this community 

that which he or she desires. But since that can not be done, we wish 

to offer you as our Christmas gift, not only for this happiest day in the 

year, but for all the days to come during the next year these things: 

TSlews... 
All  the news of the territory in which it circulates; clean news, con-

structive news, hopeful, wholesome news, news that is appealing to 

the young as well as to the old, news that will  bring happiness to 

every household. 

Principles and Ideals... 
These intangibles, expressed in an editorial policy which has the 

courage of its convictions, which is fearless in the expression of 

righteousness and in the espousal of justice, and which seeks to 

offer intelligent and helpful comment on the items of news which 

have an important bearing on public opinion or public morals. 

Readership and Service^... 
These qualities expressed in devotion to the good of the community, 

which makes it a community adviser, a civic booster, the big brother 

of the neighborhood, who works unceasingly to make this community 

a better place in which to live, who helps to protect its people from 

imposition, from fraud, from danger, an ally of the strong, and a 

defender of the weak. 

All  these, the principles upon which the best type of newspaper is 

founded, we offer to you as our Christmas gift and with it goes the 

heartiest holiday greetings from 
THE PUBLISHERS 

OoDyrlirht 

Charlesr.hrislie.64.was asphyx-
laled hy caron monoxide fumes 
Saturday aftornooi) while repair-
ing an nutomohile in a garage in 
back of his home in Grand Bapids. 

Hie county board of supervis-
ors voted adoption as the official 
song of Kent county, Ihe com-
posit ion'To Ihe ()washlonong,"on 
suggestion of Mrs. Stella Bich-
mond (Hills. 

Freezing weather, snow and ice, 
have brought a new pastime lhat 
takes its place beside rabbit hunt-
ing in the interest of Michigan 
sportsmen. Fishing through the 
ice in its various forms is now in 
full  swing throughout Ihe slate. 

The year 1035 marks Ihe three-
hundredth anniversary of the es-
tablishment of secondary schools 
in America. This is truly a signi-
ficant fact. From Ihe germinal 
idea which gave rise to the Boston 
Latin Grammar School in 1635 has 
come the whole gigantic system 01 
puhliv. secondary education found 
in the United States todav. 

Ad in front of a Detroit theatre: 
See Mae West in Belle of the Gay 
Nineties. Air cooled. 

In the old days Ihe couple 
couldn't plead a Hat tire on the 
buggy :•«. a reason for late hours. 

Millions for highways but not 
one cent for a foot path where 
children may safely walk Is an in-
consistency pointed out by Editor 
Phil llich. of Ihe Midland Bepub-
lican: About 12 children are con-
demned to death daily in the 
I'niled States. They must die un-
der the merciless whirling wheels 
of automobiles. 

The department of state will  be 
nnahle to register and issue li-
cense plates after January 1 for 
trailers weighing more than 3.000 
pounds unless the trailers are 
equipped with brakes in conform-
ily  with the law adopted bv the 
legislature in 1033. The law also 
prohibits the use of trailers of 
3.000 pounds on the highways af-
ter that date unless they ar-i 
equipped with brakes that can be 
operated by Ihe truck driver. 

The title of being one of the 
meanest hunters of the 1034 sea-
son goes to the unknown nimrod 
who tried his markmanship in Ihe 
Ogemaw Stale forest on a deer 
fawn no larger than a good-size 
collie dog. Walter E. Hastings. 
Department of Conservation staff 
photographer, found Ihe fawn 
riddled with buckshot. When 
placed on a scales, the carcass 
weighed only 43 pounds. Approx-
imately 100 doe and fawns were 
shot during the open season in the 
area surrounding the Ogemaw 
refuge. Many of Ihe carcasses 
were discovered only after Ihe 
meat had spoiled as a result of 
mild weather. The violators had 
left the carcasses in the woods to 
rot. 

in his company are former ineni-
bers of Boy Scout organizations. 
In ia is more than 50 percent of 
the rated personnel. Only 25 per-
cent of the entire company had 
former Boy Scout training. " 

The numerous falls which oc-
curred on Lowell's slippery Main 
street last Saturday causes us to 
question the accuracy of the 
statement that "The wicked stand 
in slippery places." We were re-
minded of Ihe way Absalom en-
tered Jerusalem. 

Speed," Ihe well and favorably 
known bird dog belonging to Dr. 
B. H. Shcpard had a narrow es-
cape from drowning Wednesday 
forenoon as he attempted to cross 
Flat river. "Speed" evidenlly 
slipped into the open part of Ihe 
stream and was unable to get 
back onto linn ice in spite of his 

i r < L  l ' f f o r , s - Fortunately his 
plight was seen by passersby and 
a hurry-up phone call brought 
two men in a boat lo the rescue 
and me dog nearly exhausted, 
was saved The rescue was made 
by Fred Gramer and Frank L. 
Stephens. 

The holiday- season finds Main-
si. presenting a very colorful ap-
pearance each night as daylight 
wanes into darkness. Scores ol 
small Christmas trees In which 
are hung lights of various colors 
u"® toth sides of the avenue. 
Most of the stores have also takei. 
special pains with decorations 
his year. 

Weaver's Market has been re-
decorated throughout the inter-
, ? r t . . . Hoodllglils have been in-
stalled in Ihe windows. 

Lowell's Christmas stocking is 
surely bulging over this year— 
twelve per cenl culs in electric 
rales are not hung on everv 
(.hnstmas tree. 

Santa Claus Coming 
To Lowell Saturday 
Every child in Lowell and vic-

inity is extended a cordial in-
vitation to be in l^owell next Sat-
urday afternoon where he will  be 
given an opportunity to see Santa 
Claus in person. 

Kent Gets School 
Money From State 

County Treasurer Thomas Vi-
dro has received $84,514 in pri-
mary school money from State 
Auditor John K. Stack. The sum 

Goes to Weaupnt r VJ ) r o s c n , s 50 per cenl of the 1934 
r r c a p e r s alfotmenl, Vidro said. Distribu 

Weaver's Market was the win 
ner of the prize offered by the 
Lowell Board of Trade for the 
best decorated store window. 

Honorable mention was re-
ceived by Price-Bile Hardware, - • • • - w w i «• mc aum jum re-
Henry's Drug Store, Balph's Tire c e ' ved and of Ihe sum piomised 
and Badio Shop and iHilderley's s . o o n ' 0 'he townships of this sec-lion r\f LTg\w\l #_ll 

lion lo the schools is to be made 
immediately. 

A similar sum is promised for 
Dec. 27 or 28 by the auditor gen-
eral, bringing the total f o r the 
year lo $681,577.30. 

Allocation of the sum just re >1.1 af • V. ... • 

lion of Kent County is as follows: 
. Ada. $1,251.50; Bowne, $742.73; 
.Caledonia, $1,130.80; C a n n o n . 

, sp t re^be j r bond issues. 

. This will  be great news for the 
kiddies of Ibis community, many 
of whom will  see him for Ihe 
first time. The Jolly Old Fellow 
will  arrive here at 1KMI p. m., and 
will  be in front of the poslofiice at 
3:30 p. in. with a sack of candy 
and a cheery greeting for every 
kiddie. 

Trafiic officers will  be on duty-
end every effort w-ill  be made to 
look after the safety of children 
during the afternoon. 

Strand Calendar 

Thursday, Dec. 20, "Dealh on 
Ihe Diamond," Madge Evans, Bob-
ert Youngs, Ted Healy, Nat Pen-
dleton. Also Bank Night—$125.00. 

Friday and Saturday, Dec. 21-
22. "Cat's Paw," Harold Lloyd, 
Una Merkle. 

Sunday only, Dec. 23, "Great 
Expectations," Charles Dickens' 
classic. 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Dec. 24-25-26, "Now and For-
ever," Shirley Temple, Carole 
Lombard, Gary Cooper. 

CHRISTMAS NECKWEAR 
SPECIAL 

A closeout f rom a large neck-
wear house. 35 dozen in this lot. 
All  manner of patterns, all silk 
tipped. Choice 39c. 

Coons. 

SCHOOL VACATION 

The Lowell School Board has 
decided that Christmas vacation 
will  commence Friday night, Dec. 
21, and end Wednesday, Jan. 2. 

It 's the everlasting hurry of a 
lot of automobile drivers that 
causes so many accidents. A lot of 
them with nothing but time arc 
always trying to see bow quickly 
they can get there. 

Electric Rates Cut 
By Village Council 

Municipal Plant Earnings Make 
Reduction Possible 

To the People of Lowell: ments, retirement 
bonded indebtedness with in lc - l i hev go 

cil feels the saving can be passed 
along to the electric consumer. 
In fact the reduction amounts to 
approximately I2 r i under pres-
ent rates and applies to the com-
mercial and resident user alike. 
These rates will  go into effecr 
December 23rd. Every effort has 
been made lo make this reduction 
equitable lo all and, as before 
stated, it applies to both com-
mercial and home users. 

Action was also taken at this 
meeting providing for Ihe estah-
lishment of a street light on each 
corner in Ihe residence district 
of Ihe village. These lights will 
he [Mil  in as fast as possible and 
within the nexl few months it is 
hoiH-d and expected lhal there 
will  be a street light upon every 
corner in the residence district. 

With Ihe coming of Christmas 
and the new year, the Council 
deems it advisable to give a brief 
picture of the Village activities 
during the past year, principally 
with reference lo the financial 
side thereof. The public is in 
general acquainted with the plan 
of operation in connection with 
the various CWA and FEBA pro-
iects. In the Village of Lowell, 
these projects have been the 
erection of the sewage disposal 

rilant and the building of Ihe trunk 
ine sewers. The Federal govern-

ment in each instance paid for all 
of the labor and Ihe Village paid 
for the nialerial used plus some 
engineering services. As a result 
we have substantially a new sew-
er system and a sewage disposal 
plant which complies with the re-
quirements of the law. To be 
exact, since February of this 
year the Village has expended on 
these projects the sum of $11,430.-
08 in connection with the sewage 
disposal plant, the King and Laf-
ayette Street sewer, the Riverside 
Drive-Elizabeth Street sewer, ana 
the Elm, Washington and Monroe 
Streets sewer. In addition to this, 
during the past year the Village 
has retired $6,000 of the bonded 
indebtedness, paid $4,303.84 of the 
engine notes, paid $4,222.50 in-
terest, or a total of $26,055.42. In 
addition to this $4,000 has been 

the retirement of future bonds. 
This makes a total of $30,065.42 
paid for permanent improve-

Ledger Editor Makes First Page 

{(By  Fred D. Keister in The Ionia 
County News.) 

| You would never think it of 
him, were you lo engage him in a 
heart-to-heart discussion of the 
fair sex,but I amreliablyinformed 
that Editor Mem Jelferies, of the 
I'Owe 11 Ledger remained late at 
Ihe sanctum one recent night 
while he ground out the following: 

Women are like newspapers, he 
says, because— 

They have forms. 
They are bold-faced type. 
They always have the last word. 
Back numbers are not in de-

mand. 
They have a great deal of in-

fiuence. 
They are well worth looking 

over. 
You can't believe evervthing 

they say. 
They carry the news wherevei 

in making this announcement to liu.... • J A L"11 

the people of Ibis village and h e - 1 , h R " ^ d J ? n
b e : . . . 

lieves it will  he of interest to the ..j! 2 n , . b™ '1 , h a v e o n e .<? f 

public generally. Seiriibo?'. 1 b 0 r r 0 W h , S 

Ihe Village government under- " 
stands, of course, that in these 1 
times every effort toward econ- Congressman-Elect 
omy should be made and thai has I 
been the policy of this adminis-
tration. But the Council also fell I 
that it was warranted in expend-' 
ing the above amounts for Ihest 
projects; for by so doing we have 
a new sewer system and a sewage 
disposal plant which cost the 
Village exactly the materials that 
went into them without any labor. 

By order of the Village Council. 
O. J. RBEZ1NA, 

Village Clerk. 

Speaks Sat. Night 
The Hon. Fred L. Crawford, 

Congressman elect, of Saginaw, 
will  speak at the South Boston 
Grange hall Saturday. Dec. 22, at 
8:00 p. m. Mr. Crawford has just 
completed a tour of 18 agricul-
tural stales and will  have a most 
interesting message. 

The Knapp Trio of Ionia will 
also entertain and play for 
dancing. 

You can't afford to miss this 
meeting. Everybody is welcome 

Independent Fwes 
II/*  r\ LI u J 'neenng. e,veryDody is welo Win Uouble-Header no charges will  be made. 

The flashy Lowell Independ-j A u c t i o n S a l e s 
ents continued their winning 
ways Wednesday evening, de- ,,,. . 
feating Saranac 18 to 11 and the l h e s a l c season at the horse 
strong Mackey Insurance team ' ) n r n s o n lhe Ionia Free Fair 
of Ionia, 15 to 0. grounds will  open Saturday, Dec. 

The feature game of the eve-|~p ^ o n e o'clock with a big sale 
ning was with Ionia. Both teams ^ ^ h c a ( , o f first class heavy-
were fighting to maintain u n d e - i ' 1 0 ^ 5 6 8 '

 5 0 , 1 1 6 young mares and 
feated records. The contest turned ; " f e w c o ^ s - Johnson & Jan-is, 
into a grim defensive battle, with I' r0P s ' Allen Haskins, Auctioneer, 
many tense moments and both adv. elsewhere in this is-
teams threatening to turn on dy--« s u e ' o r fur ther details. 
namic offenses capable of blast-
ing out a victory. Lowell lead 4 
to 6 at the half. 

The first game presented Low-
ell's B squad, a team capable of 7— H.ai. iu 
holding its own with any B com- unite for a union Vesper service T*!.  fit.. \ 1 • • f-\ Krvl̂ l  Caan<J...r wv a , #*»* 1 petition. The B's took a lead and, 
though often tied, were not head-
ed by the Saranac aggregation. 
Lowell lead 4 to 2 at the half. 

The Independents are buying 
new uniforms which may be seen 
at their next local game. TTiis 
team is made up of all Lowell 
boys and is being outfitted at its 
own expense and without anv 
solicitation. Teams from Grand 
Bapids, Muskegon and Kalama-
zoo are asking for games. If local 
fans do not turn out, it is possible 
that the boys will  play on foreign 
floors where their drawing capa-w"- •—-W *• • V/ V4I ct * I > £S VHtpiS-

laid aside in the sinking fund for city and spectacular play is re-
cognized. 

Read the Want colimm. 

Coming Events 

"Hie Lowell Churches plan to 

to be held Sunday, December 23rd 
at 3:30 p. m. in the Church of the 
Nazarene Auditorium. The con-
gregation will  take par i in the 
singing of Christmas carols with 
Tom Doyle leading. Special music 
will  also be provided. Rev. John 
Claus will  deliver the message. 
Everyone is cordially invited to 
attend. 

A public feather party will  be 
held in the legion rooms at the 
Lowell City hall under auspices 
of the Lowell Moose Lodge Fri-
day nighl, Dec. 21. 

A lazy man is really no worse 
than a dead one—but he takes up 
mora room. 


