
L E D G E R 
E N T R I E S 

Being a Collection of Yarlouc 
Topics of Local and 

General Interest i t 
HEROIC FINLAND 

"THE WORLD pauses with admir-
ation to watch the glorious war-

fare of the armies of Finland. Their 
seople numbering leu than 4,000,-
XX), are standing up like mighty 
•nen of valor to combat giant Rus-
•la, with its 168,000,000.  Up to date 
he Finns seem to be ahead. 
When a people are ruled by the 

^iron hand of tyranny, they are not 
inch good fighters. Many Amerl-
:anB have feared that the hordes of 
Russia might some day rise and 

nver run the world. They can take 
.Qeart from the way litUe Finland 
Is standing up to these hordes. The 
tyrants may be able to put their 
feet on the necks of their own peo-
Dle and make them bow in sullen 
^llencs, but driving them out to 
fight an enemy with whom they 
have no quarrel is something quite 
l i f ferent. Practically every Ameri-
can citisen hopes that our govern-
ment will  find a way to render to 
Finland practical aid in the way of 
righting planes and other war ma-
terials. These brave people need 
and deserve more than our sym-

jpathies. 

• THOUGHT V8 PASSION 

T ' H E UNITED STATES w a s 
founded as a free government 

as the result of the fai th of Its 
founders that its people were in-
telligent enough to manage their 
own affairs. This Idea is vehement-
ly denied by such governments as 
-.hose in Germany and Russia. 
Fhese governments say that the 

aple should hand over political 
leclsions to a central authori ty 
which knows what to do better 

in any private citizen or group 
_ )f citizens can. 

The success of democratic gov-
ernment depends on whether peo-
ple are moved by reason or by pas-
ilon. The American citizen runs 
icrose some friend or political par-
tisan who expresses violent and 
unreasonable Ideas. Opponents are 
attacked on the ground, as alleged, 
that they are selfish, cruel, or ig-
no ran t I t is very easy to stir the 
passions and prejudices of many 
people by such talk. 

The man who hears such things 
' and is more or less swayed by 
them, goes home and reads the 
newspapers. There he gets the real 
news of events, and the opinions of 
people who study government af-

Ifairs. The news events are usually 
reported with little bias. By read-
ing different newspapers, the citi-
zen hears all sides. By thus gat-
ting the real low down on events, 
and weighing the arguments of the 
various parties and leaders, he has 
an excellent chance to form a good 
Judgment. Thus the American press 
makes the success of democratic 
government possible. People who 
read the newspapers regularly and 
are willing to weigh all opinions 

. f a i r l y , get from this source the 
facta on which they can base a ra-
tional Judgment. 

If  our American newspapers 
could be printed for a few years in 
Germany or Russia, those govern-
ments would blow up like a boiler 
filled with over heated steam and 
which lacks any safety valve. 

TURNING THE NEW LEAF 

A MULTITUDE of people usod to 
go through a mental process a t 

New Year that they called "turn-
ing over the new l e a f . The idea 
probably came from the old fash-
ioned writing book, in which the 
children tolled and struggled to pro-
duce nice looking penmanship. As 
they worried over the effort to 
Imitate the beautifully rounded 
handwriting at the top of the page, 
they mussed up the white leaf with 
their blots and scrawls. 

The sight of those bungling at-
tempts made many a pathetic little 
kid bury his face In his hands and 
weep. The youngster Just felt it was 
useless to try. So when the teacher 
came along and looked sympatheti-

' cally at the awkwardly done work, 
it was a relief when she said "Let's 
turn over a new leaf and make a 
fresh start. Perhaps you can do 
better if you begin anew". On the 
new sheet the little struggler could 
usually do better, for a time any-
way. New hope and confidence 
seemed to come when the memory 
of past failures was blotted out. 
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Lowell Community 
To Come to Aid of 
Brave Finlanders 

Rudolph VanDyke 
Named Chairman 

Mr. Rudolph VanDyke, President 
of the State Savings Bank, this 
week agreed to accept the local 
chairmanship for Lowell and com-
munity of the appeal for funds 
made by Finnish Relief Fund, Inc., 
of which former President Herbert 
Hoover Is National Chairman. Mr. 
VanDyke is taking Immediate steps 
to get the campaign under way. 

Rudolph VanDyke 
Local Chairman, Finnish Relief 

" I  am most happy to serve In 
view of the pressing needs of brave 
women and children in little Fin-
land," Mr. VanDyke said. "Thou-
sands have been driven from their 
homes in Finland by the bombing 
and warfare and they must be pro-
vided with food, shelter, and cloth 
Ing. Finnish Relief Fund, headed by 
Mr. Hoover, is attempting to meet 
these great needs. 

"American Red Cross provides 
medical and hospital supplies but 
In accord with its traditional in-
ternational policy, does not at-
tempt civilian aid fo r the aged, 
the women and children. Both 
groups have a lirge task in this 
crisis." 

"We must act quickly to prevent 
suffering and death to these honest 
peace-loving people," Mr. VanDyke 
said,"! know this entire commun-
ity will  respond generously." 

Hee* tt* ( Ml 

KATHLEEN  NORRIS 

Quotation f r om letter of Herbert 
Hoover: "The Fins are making an 
heroic defense. Air a t tacks have 
compelled vhe evacuation of civil-
ians from their towns and cities. 
Hundreds of thousands of women 
and children have been driven from 
their homes in the middle of north-
ern winter. Many already are, and 
more will  be, refugees outside their 
home' country. Many are destitute, 
others without adequate shelter, 
clothing and food. This fund is for 
the purpose of serving these needs. 
Leaders in Finland have asked us 
to raise such a fund, and I feel that 
in this time of our sorrow and sym-
pathy for their plight, we should 
hear their call." 

No Personal Solicitation 
There will  be no drive of per-

sonal sclicHors. I t will  be volun-
tary gifts or none at alL The State 
Savings Bank will  forward dona-
tions. 

Afra. Emma C. Meeker 
Laid to Rest at 87 

Mrs. Emma C. Meeker, 87, pion-
eer resident of this vicinity, passed 
away last Saturday a f te r an illness 
of several weeks. 

Mrs. Meeker was born In Alton 
May 4, 1852, the daughter of Mr. 

Si'.as Onlooker's philosophy: 
. . . Sometimes the smallest firms 
have the largest safes. 

John Bannan will  reopen his 
barber shop Friday morning in a 
new location, the B. C. Smith 
building, next to Hattle Scott's 
candy kitchen. 

Robert Focht, the new propri-
etor of the Gamble Store, has been 
busy this week getting his stock of 
merchandise in shape for reopen-
ing on Friday morning. 

Every reader of good fiction ap-
preciates and enjoys the romantic 
love stories of Kathleen Norris 
and the Ledger is glad to announce 
that a full  length novel by this 
talented author begins this week In 
this paper. Turn to page 6 for the 
opening chapter. 

That famous bird, the stork, 
made a good showing for itself in 
Lowell township, outside the vil-
lage, in 1939, there being 19 births 
and only three deaths recorded. 
In the village the clerk's records 
show that there were 18 births in 
1939 and 22 deaths, as compared 
with 36 births and 25 deaths in 
19S8. 

Speaking of the special Con-
gressional primary election—why 
Is It that no candidate has been 
put forth from tht eastern part of 
Kent County? Both political parties 
have good oongresslonal timber 
right here in this neck o' the 
woods. Friday Is the last day for 
filing petitions. The time is short, 
but still long enough for mon of 
action! 

The following news item, pub-
lished 30 years ago, still makes in-
teresting reading: 

"On Jan. 1 the new law relative 
to automobiles goes Into effect. 
Registrations may be renewed each 
year at a cost of | l . The driver of 
the car is required to use every 
precaution to avoid frightening 
horses, and It becomes the legal 
duty of each member of an auto 
party to "-ender to the owner of 
such teams as are passed on the 
highway every assistance In their 
power to prevent trouble." 

One of the Joys each New Year 
brings to the Ledger office Is the 
unique choice of words which BUI 
Kerekes of the local post office 
force uses In renewing his sub-
scription. In this year's letter Bill 
says: "Mr. R. G. Jefferies. My Dear 
Friend: While strolling down the 
d iw^ lu les of the horlron-toueh^d 
fores? of the year 1939 I discovered 
that the Lowell Ledger is being 
perused all the way from zephyr-
kissed coast of California to the 
republican bound coast of rock-
ribbed Maine. With this abundance 
of fact I cannot permit my sub-
scription to suffer an untimely de-
mise. Ptesse accept enclosed re-
mittance—Very sincerely yours. 
Bill  Kerekes." 

a .. , . „ .and Mrs. Chester Church. She was 
8 : the coming of the New Y e a r i n ^ r r i  ̂ t o 2 . r . Covert In 1872 and 

^ many people that they spent the next 20 years In Ver-
n e w P e r i o d of gennes-tp., moving to Lowell In the incentive of 

time would give them a fresh s t a r t 
They felt It was a good time to 
throw off the binding force of 
harmful old habits. 

Skeptics and scoffers pointed out 
that a good part of these resolu-
tions were forgotten m a few 
weeks. Many of them found life 
cleaner and sweeter when it broke 
loose from old weaknesses, and 
that new pleasures and new 
powers come when Ufe throws 
off anything that Is hampering 
The New Year resolution habit 
may have gone out to a large ex-
tent, but It remains true that If life 
Is to get anywhere it has to make 

1892. Ten years later ihey went to 
Grand Rapids where they remained 
until Mr. Covert's death In 1919. 
Mrs. Covert then returned to Low-
ell. In 1924 she married Frank 
Meeker and went to his home at 
Leavenworth, Kans. Ten years ago 
they came back to Lowell and 
bought a hous  ̂ on Maple Street 
where they had since lived. 

Besides the husband, Mrs. Meek-
er leaves a son, Ray H. Covert of 
Lowell; two daughters. Mrs. Rich-
ard Dyk of Greenville and Mrs. L. 
E. DeVries of Lowell; a foster-son, 
Lewis R. Andrews of St. Joseph; 

. . . A . seven step-children. Mrs. Lavada 
new resolves at frequent intervals. M o s l e y o f Warsaw. Mo.. Mrs. Clara 
Any day Is a good time to begin. 

HOW TO PROSPER 

p E O P L E often ask how they can 
get their pay raised or make 

more money In business. The way 
to get more for any article or ser-
vice is to makk It worth more. If 
a business concern finds that a cer-
tain article does not cell well, the 
reason is apt to be that it fails In 
some respect to meet the public 
need. Now if tha t concern will  im-
prove that article or obtain a bet-
ter one to Uke Its ptace, the public 
will  take It and pay good money 
for it, assuming that the article 
is offered for a fair price and is 
sufflcently advertised. ' 

So If people want to projper 
more, the thing to do Is to Improve 
the kind of service they are offer-
ing to the world. 

Cassidy of Kansas City, Mo., Mrs. 
Elizabeth Wiseman of Leaven-
worth, Kans., Henry Meeker of 
Lansing, Kans., Ralph Meeker of 
Chicago, and E. H. and Clarence 
Meeker of S t Louis, Mc.; a sister, 
Mrs. Norma Frost of Moseley; two 
brothers, Chester Church of Evart 
and Dorus Church of Alton; nine 
grandchildren, and three great 
grandchildren. 

Funeral- services were held Mon-
day afternoon at 2:00 at the Alton 
Church, of which Mrs. Meeker was 
a charter member. Burial was In 
the Alton cemetery. 

Fruit Growers 
Meet Jan. 15-19 
At M. S. C. 

Kent County Men 
' On Program 

Promise of a peek at what Mich-
igan's frui t industry may see by 
1950 is offered in announcement of 
the annual f ru i t grower's confer-
ence to be held at Michigan State 
College Jan. 15 to 19. 

As part of the first afternoon's 
schedule. V. R. Gardner as head of 
the horticulture department and 
members of his staff will  offer dis-
cussion on recent developments 
that may be applied to commercial 
practices. 

The leading professional man in 
pomology In eastern states. Dr. M. 
B. Tukey. chief of research at the 
New York Experiment station at 
Geneva, Is scheduled for three talks 
m the five days. 

Sts^f members at the College 
sponsor the course for commercial 
f rui t growers who seek modern 
developments in f ru i t production, 
says R. E. Marshall, staff member 
who planned the program details. 
' Guest speakers will  Include Rob t 

Anderson, frui t grower at Covert; 
H. B. Belseigel, Huron Farms com-
pany manager at Ann Arbor; Rus-
sell Braman, frui t grower at Grand 
Rapids; W. C. Dutton, East Lan-
sing, borticuUure director for the 
Dow Chemical company; George 
Farley, f ru i t grower at Albion; F. 
L. Granger, manager of the Pro-
ducers' Service corporation at Ben-
ton Harbor; Erwin Klenk. f ru i t 
grower at Sparta; and C. C. Taylor, 
Albion frui t grower. 

In addition to horticulture de-
partment staff members, the pro-
gram win include material f rom 
the College department of botany, 
entomology and solli. 

returns to capture 

public fancy again 

with a vital, glowing 

story as modem as 

tomorrow, as excit-

ing as today! Amer-

ica'^ most beloved 

author presents one 

of her most brilliant 

serials 

State Will Check 
Reckless Drivers 

The reckless driver becomes Pub-
lic Enemy No. 1 under a safety 
campaign launched by the Mich-
igan Slate Police for 1940. 

The State Health Department 
estimated that some 1.400 persons 
lost their lives In automobile ac-
cidents In 1939. 

Backed by the authority of a new 
code of t raf f ic laws. Commissioner 
Oscar G. Olander said his depart-
ment now had the manpower and 
equipment at i ts disposal to make 
the campaign effective. 

New State Police posts were 
opened In 1939 at South Haven, 
Nlles, West Branch, Flat Rock and 
Battle Creek. Plans call for estab-
lishment of others at Gladstone 
and Sandusky In 1940. 
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1939 Kent County's 
Healthiest Year 

Dr. J . D. Brook, Kent County 
health officer, reports that 1939 was 
the ''nealthlest year" In the history 
of the County. Not one case of diph-
theria, smallpox or typhcld fever 
reported. 

Whoopiag c«ugh cases were thfc 
lowest In history, 83 cases having 
been recorded at the end of No-
vt-mber. Only 19 cases of measles 
were reported in the same Interim, 
and but three infantile paralysis 
ca^es In the 11 months. 

Success of Immunization is evi-

Highway Program 
During New Year 
Helps Counties 

Some of $450,000 
Made AvaUable 

__ ^ The state highway department Is 
denced" Dr Br^"kVays/by th"e fact t o ^ a larger portion of the fl-
that no Kent County child has had 
diphtheria since 1933 and no child 
has had smallpox since 1931. 

New Mo?ie Available 

For Showing in Schools 
Jay N. (Ding) Darling's animated 

motion plture. "Once Upon A 
Time", Is made available for show-
ings In schools of the state by ac-
tion of the Federated Garden Clabs 
of Michigan. 

Six prints, purchased by the Fed-
eration, are being placed In the 
film library of the education divi-
sion of the department of conser-
vation and will  be available to 
schools af ter January 15. 

Darling, famous cartoonist, Is 
equally well known for his work In 
the cause of conservation. He is a 
former chief of the U. S. Bureau of 
Biological Survey and has been 
head of the National Wildlife Fed-
eration since Its founding In 1936. 

The films will  be loaned free on 
application to the division's Lan-
sing office, borrowers paying ship-
ping costs only. 

January Clearance 
Start ing Friday, Jan. 5—Store-

Wid? Sale of Men's and Boys' 
clothing of all description f rom 
hats to shoes. 20 percent off regular 
prices. Too much mild weather and 
too optomlstlc buying leave too 
heavy stocks. We must onload. 

—OOONS 

Denmark i r sending a man to 
Sroth^M—rtoa to promote Danish 

KENT COUNTY TO HAVE 
ANOTHER PARK IN IFM 

Kent county's eleventh public 
park—Long Lake park in Solon 
township—will be opened formally 
In the spring, U n u s C. Palmer, 
county park superintendent, has 
Just announced. 

The 100-acre park has a frontage 
of approximately half a mile on 
the lake. Palmer pointed out that 
the park is one of the real beauty 
spots in the county, being heavily 
wooded and ideiil for picnic 
grounds. 

One of the most debated nation-
al problems of the moment is, "On 
what part of the head will  the 

j ladles wear their hate next?" 

DECLINE IN BIRTH BATE 
IN KENT COUNTY DURING 1939 

Official records for the f i rst 11 
months of 1039 Indicate that bir ths 
in Kent county have decreased as 
compared with 1938 but that 
deaths have increased. The final 
official figures will  not be avail-
able until Feb. 1. 

Lewis J. Donovan, county clerk, 
reported that births for tha f i rst 
11 months of 1989 were 8,995 
using the monthly average of 363 
-births for December, the total 
would be 4^88, as compared with 
an actual average of 4£74 in 1088. 

Actual number of deaths in the 
f i rst 11 months was 2,553. Adding 
the year's monthly average of 232 
1989 death total would be 2,785, as 
compared with an actual total of 
2^97 in 19a. 

MARRIAGE APPLICATIONS 
SHOW STEADY UPSWING 

For the first time since 1866, 
the year Just ending showed more 
marriage license applications each 

nanclal responsibility In the 1940 
Federal Secondary Aid road con-
struction program. 

State Highway Commissioner 
Murray D. VanWagoner, In letters 
to all county road commission 
chairmen, said during the ensuing 
year his department would match 
63 per cent of the federal alloca-
tion of $450,000 for 1940. leaving 
37 per cent to be matched and ap-
plied to county-selected projecta 

' W e are aware that many of the 
counties are distressed financially." 
VanWagoner wrote commission 
chairmen. "Reports indicate few 
county-sponsored projects are con-
templated. To relieve this situation 
and to guarantee to the Public 
Roads Administration prompt ac-
tion, the department has under-
taken to carry a larger part of the 
responsibility." 

Last year counties were allocated 
73 per cent of the program for 
matching and execution.' The county 
share of the program amounted to 
188 miles of highway and 13 bridges. 
VanWagoner reported that the $1,-
500,000 federal allocation to Mich-
igan for the 1938-39 blennium had 
all been programmed by the coun-
ties and the department. 

Money matched by the state un-
der the 1940 program will  be appli-
ed to construction on purely se-
condary stat i trunklines. VanWa-
goner said a similar $450,000 allo-
cation would be forthcoming for 

I Mr. /"SI-,-I. T I- T < *• cording to County Clerk Lewis J. 
Donovan. | 

A TOTAL OF 1,931 APPIICATJONS HAD. Telephones Big Aid 
been received up to Dec. 26 in 1939, \ , 
as compared with 1,594 for the full 
year of 1938 and 2,078 in 1987. Don-
ovan said better business conditions 
in general, with resultant pickup 

In Fire Prevention 
Few farmers stop to realize that 

the fa rm telephone has. a value 
In employment, was responsible for | other than its use for social and 
the recent uptrend in marriage ap- business communication. Yet, ac-
pllcations In Kent county. 

COUNTY TO CONTINUE 
BRIDGE WORK IN 19M 

Continuation of the county bridge 
reconstruction and replacement 
program is assured for 1940, it was 
reported by Otto S. Hess, engineer 
for the Kent county road commis-
sion. Funds will  be available, 
•Hess said, to replace three bridges 
and reoonstruct five others next 
summer. 

ROLLER SKATING IS POPULAR 

The Methodist Church is provid-
ing a real addition to the recrea-
tional life of the community, with 
roller skating on the gym floor. 
Ther* has been good patronage this 
winter. I t is expected that the num-
ber taking advantage of this fine 
fun will  increase, with the reduc-
tion of prices, as announced else-
where in this paper. 

The same schedule as previously 
announced will  be in use. The man-
agement urges adults to skate dur-
ing the period f rom 8:00-10:30 each 
Tuesday. If enough Interest Is 
shown, a special night will  be set 
aside for adults only. 

Chuzz: So you got r.'d of the de-
pression In your town, did youT 

BJones: Yes, but i t took mora 
than 100 loads of dir t to level it 
UP-

cording to telephone companies. It 
has beer, found that one of the 
major uses of telephone service is 
for the protection of life and prop-
erty—In summoning aid In case of 
fire, sickness and other catastro-
phes. 

A leading insurance agent in the 
middle west states said that •In his 
opinion 90 per cent of the losses 
from fires In his territory have 
been greatly reducted by the use 
of the telephone in spreading 
alarms to f ire departments and 
neighboring farmers. He points out 
there are many cases where a farm-
er notifies the telephone operator 
of a Are and she In turn notlf i 
farmers nearby who Immediately 
go to the fire. 

I t has been his observation that 
In many instances within five min-
utes af ter the call has been given to 
the operator, five to ten neighbors 
have arrived at the scene of the 

Thousands of men and women 65 
years of age or over became eligible 
on January 1 for government pen-
sions of f rom $10 to $41.60 a month. 

Hailing this newest phase of the 
social security program, Paul V. 
McNutt, federal security adminis-
trator, said In a radio address Sun-
day night that New Year's eve 
would bring to 30.000.000 workers 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
they could expect "security for the 
remainder of their lives." 

'For both youth and old age," 
McNutt said, "the prospects are 
brighter than on the last New 
Year's eve. We can expect them to 
be brighter still on the eva of 1941." 

First checks will  be mailed about 
Feb. 1. The social security board 
estimates that 900,000 men, women 
and children will  receive benefits 
totaling $100,000,000 during 1940. 

In addition to retired workers, 
widows and orphans or Insured 
workers also will  receive monthly 
pensions. The total payment to 
such a family will  range from $15 sented. 

Course Subjects 
Announced For 
Adult Night School 

Classes To Begin 
January 17 

Last Thursday evening, the 
course planning committee for the 
coming adult night school met In 
the Agriculture room at the high 
school to talk over the subjects to 
be presented. The committee was 
made up of Earl McDalrmld, Sey-
mour Hesche, Vernon Preston, Lyle 
Clark, K. K. Vlnlng, E. C. Foreman 
and John Klelnheksel. 

The adult school will  begin Jan-
uary 17 with a discussion on "How 
Milk  Is Produced" by the local In-
structor, Mr. Klelnheksel. Other 
subjects which will  be discussed In 
later meetings are as follows: A 
Meat Cutting Demonstration, Selec-
tion and Culling of Chickens, Chick 
Management and Battery Brood-
ing, Feeding to provide eggs. Grow-
ing Pullets to Lay, 'Diseases and 
Health of Poultry, Landscaping the 
Farm Home grounds, and Erosion 
Problems. 

Many local farmers will  take part 
In the discussions as well as some 
college specialists. Professor Gregg 
of M. S. C. will  talk and present 
color pictures on landscaping the 
farm home grounds on March 13, to 
which local Garden club members 
will  also be Invited. Dr. Wlsener 
from M. S. C., the poultry disease 
specialist, will  conduct the meeting 
on poultry diseases. Mr. Thorpe of 
the County Soil Conservation Ser-
vice will  lead the discussion on soil 
erosion on March 6. 

I t was decided that the school 
should again be concluded with a 
banquet on Maich 20, at which 
time certificates will  again be pre-

UP and 

to $62.50 a month, depending on the 
amount of wage credits accumulat-
ed by the husband and father dur-
ing the three years that workers 
pnd employers have been paying 
into the old age pension fund. 

The wife of a pensioned worker 
also will  receive a pension—equal 
to one-half her husband's—If she Is 
over 85. Thus the total maximum 
payment to such a couple In 1940 
will  be $62.40. 

The law covers all workers In In-
dustrial and commercial occupa-
tlonij, but does not apply to farm 
and domestic workers, or employes 
of religious and charitable non-
profit organizations. 

Micfaigan Farmers 
Sowed More Wheat 

Michigan farmers devoted 776,000 
acres to winter wheat the past fall 
as their portion of the 45,014,000 
acres seeded throughout the United 
States for harvest In 1940, accord-
ing to the report Issued by the fed-
eral-state crop reporting service. 
This is an Increase of 30,000 acres 
In Michigan, but a decrease of 
1,350,000 acres for the country as a 
whole, in comparison with the 
seedings made in the previous fall. 
The unprecedented drought in the 
Great Plains area has already de-
stroyed a large amount of seeded 
acreage and It Is predicted that 
fur ther losses may reduce the total 
harvested acreage In the United 
States down to two-thirds of the 
seeded acreage. 

While the condition in Michigan 
was reported at 86 per cent of nor-
mal on Dec. 1, compared with 78 
per cent on the same date In 1938, 
the national average condition was 
only 55 per cent of normal compar-
ed with '12 per cent In the previous 
Decemoer. This Is the lowest con-
dition ever reported on Dec. 1 in 
this country. The Indicated pro-
duction for the United States Is 
399.000,000 bushels which would be 
the lowest production cf winter 
wheat In 30 years, except In 1917 
and 1933. 

The acreage seeded In rye this 
fall In Michigan was 152,000 acres, 
a decrease of 50,000 acres or 25 per 
cent, from that seeded In 1938. 
Seedings of rye for the United 
States also show a sharp decrease, 
being 5,640,000 acres compared with 
7,187,000 a year ago. The condition 
In Michigan is 89 per cent of nor-
mal; and for the country as a 
whole, 64 per cent. The former is 
3 points above average and the 
latter, 15 points below. 

Billy  and Beyerly Young 

Entertain Rotarians 
Lowell Rotary club started the 

new year at Its luncheon meeting 
on Wednesday with a delightful 
program, the entertainers being 11-
year-old Billy  Young , and his sis-
ter, Beverly, age about nine, who 
rendered vocal and instrumental 
music In a very creditable manner, 
af ter which Master Billy  took the 
floor and answered questions put 
to him by the audience regarding 
various kinds of athletic sports and 
when he could not answer a ques-
tion correctly, which was seldom, 
he f «nkly said that he could not. 
Billy  and Beverly are the children 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Young of 
Ionia and they were Introduced by 
Sup t A. A. Rather of the Ionia 
Public Schools, who spoke of the 
Young family as a fine example of 
the Ideal American home. 

The club also had as its guests 
Scoutmaster George Pappin and 
three members of his troop of for-
ty, John Phelps. George Rogers and 
Edward Stormzand. Mr. Pappin 
stated that the boys of the troop 
are doing good work but stated that 
even better work could be accom-
plished If the adults of the com-
munity would lend their coopera-
tion by attending the Scout meet-
ings. The club will  entertain two or 
more boys each week until all have 
been guests. 

Royden Warner was program 
chairman and Dr. B. H. Shepard 
will  act In that capacity at the 
club's next meeting. 

f ire and that In ten to f i f teen min-
utes 25 to 30 neighbors have assem-
bled and they have In many cases 
been able to held the f ire in check 
until the f ire department arrives 
or they extinguish- the f ire them-
selves 

Strand Calendar 

Thursday, Jan. 4—The Gleason 
Family in 'Should Husbands 
Work." Added feature, "Night of 
Nights" with Pa t O'Brien, Olympe 
Bradna and Roland Young. 

Friday, Saturday, Jan. 5, 6— 
Thrill  and see the fr ightful story 
of submarine slaughter In "U-Boat 
29" with Conrad Veldt, Valerie Hob-
son and Sebastian Shaw. Added 
feature number two, Phil Regan 
and Jean Parker in "She Married 
A Cop" also Popeye Cartoon. 

Sunday, Monday, Jan. 7-8—Frank 
Capra's much talked of picture, 
with drama, conflict, laughter and 
romance. "Mr. Smith Goes to Wash-
ington", with a grand array of stars 
such as Jean Arthur, James Stew-
art, Claude Rains. Edward Arnold, 
G j y Kibbee, Thomas Mitchell and 
Beulah Bond!. Also, Our Gang In 
"Spanky's Showboat", and a car-
toon, "The Old Fire Horse". 

Tuesday and Wednesday, Jan 
9, 10—A Tallspin Tommy picture, 
"Stunt Pilot" with John Trent and 
Marjorie Reynolds. Added feature 
No. 2, "Our Neighbors the Carters" 
with Fay Bainter, Frank Craven 
and Edmund Lowe. 

Thursday, Jan. 11— Feature num-
tli 

The Red Cross, In cooperation 
with the County Home Demonstra-
tion Agent and the local Home 
Economics Department will  con-
duct a school for the wives of the 
men attending the agriculture 
classes and all others Interested In 
child diseases and their care. 

Basketball 
Hastings Defeats Local Team 

The Richmond Cafe basketball 
team was defeated at Hastings last 
week Wednesday night In a close, 
hard-fought game, by the E. W. 
Bliss team, 21-26. Dawson led the 
Cafe team with eight points. 

Elmer Layer and Roman Malon-
ey will  Join the team this week. 
Two games scheduled. Wednesday 
night the Cafe's played at the high 
school gym, and tonight (Thurs-
day) they will  Journey to Stanton. 
Next week Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
they will  play Hastings at 8:00 
o'clock In the high school gym. 

There is no admission charge to 
these games and it is hoped there 
will  be a good attendance. 

Liquor Lands Man 

In Ditch, Then In Jail 

Mixing liquor with gasoline 
brought a heap of woe to James 
Jackson, 54. of Mt. Pleasant, last 
Saturday night when he landed In 
the ditch on M-66. about m miles 
south of Lowell. Next he was land-
ed In the county Jail by Officer 
Frank Stephens where he remained 
over New Years and on Tuesday 
morning plead guilty in Justice 
court to a drunk driving charge 
and was sentenced to 90 days In 
jail or pay a fine of $1100.00 and 
$8.00 costs. 

Up to yesterday morning he was 
still trying to raise the money to 
pay the fine. Jackson will  also lose 
his driver's license for one year. 

(By K. K. Vlnlng) 

Important Dates 

Kent county farmers should 
mark In their 1940 calendars the 
dates of January 29 to February 2. 
These dates are annual Farmers' 
Week program at Michigan State 
College. 

The college will  have plenty of 
room this year for exhibits and 
programs. The n e w livestock 
pavllllon and the new field house 
will  be finished and In use for the 
various events. 

We understand that a fine pro-
gram Is In preparation and will 
soon be announced. 

Known To Jersey Breeders 

Jersey breeders In Kent county 
will  regret to learn that George 
Cooper who had managed "The 
Oaklands" at Ann Arbor, has re-
signed his position there to take a 
similar Job. Cooptr has always 
been active In Jersey breed af fairs 
In the state. For several years has 
been president of the Michigan 
Jersey Cattle Club. He has Judged 
numerous county shows and has 
always been active In the Jersey 
Parish shows. 

The Jersey herd at the Oaklands 
has been a consistent winner In the 
nhow ring. 

Michigan Tops In Honey 

'Had a chance to chat with R. H. 
Kelty, extension specialist In api-
culture at Michigan State College, 
the other day and learned some-
thing. Twenty bee keepers In 
Michigan produce more than 2,000,-
000 pounds of honey each year. One 
fifth  of the bee keepers produce 
four-f i f ths of the honey. Michigan 
produces more honey than any 
other state except California and 
this year produced more. Also that 
the lower half of the lower penin-
sula Is one of the best honey pro-
ducing areas In the United States. 

And in reading adout automo-
biles the other day we learned that 
it took 10 tons of beeswax to wax 
the threads of millions of bolts so 
millions of nuts will  screw in more 
easily. 

Farmers Think Twice! 

AmerJcan farmers should think 
twice before plowing up more land 
in anticipation of an immediate de-
mand for their products f rom 
Europe. Dr. T. B. Symons, dean of 
agriculture at the CoUege of Agri-
culture at Maryland, returned re-
cently f rom England. He reports 
that country la planning,to Increase 
their acreage of plowed ground by 
280,000 acres. Many people are 
planning to plow their lawns to 
produce fruits and vegetables. 
Along with this they are limiting 
rations and consumption of foods. 

Well Remembered Here 

Our Christmas mail brought a 
letter f rom Mrs. Agnes Sorenson 
Richardson, a former home exten-
sion agent In Kent county. Mr. and 
Mrs. Richardson llvu on an 160-
acre farm In Central Washington 
near Ellensburg. Along with the 
letter was a picture of two husky 
Richardson children. Dale and 
Lorna. 

Destructive Pests 

Any county growing frui t has to 
be on the Job against insects and 
diseases. Reports coming to our 
desk on 1939 inspection work show-
ed that peach orchards In Ada, 
Grand Rapids, Sparta and Walker 
townships were inspected for "yel-
lows" and other virus diaeases. 

The cherry frui t fly Is another 
pest that requires some checking ' 
particularly In areas where spray-
ing Isn't practiced. This is true in 
a city like Grand Rapids and in 
surrounding suburban areas. The 
state department reports that 749 
cherry trees were destroyed In 
Kent county the past year. In the 
state a total of 16,583 were Ctau 

During the past two weel a O. K. 
White, of the state department of 
agriculture, has been checking 
abandoned orchards in townshjps 
surrounding the city. Farmers amd 
township officials have cooperated 
In the work. When such trees or 
orchard? are found to be a breed-
ing place for Insect pests, and most 
of such trees are. the owners a re 
contacted and asked to destroy or 
remove the trees. State laws give 
the department the right to remove 
such sources of infestation. 

Mid-Winter Frui t Meeting 

Plans have been made for the 
annual mid-winter frui t meeting of 
t h e Kent-Ottawa Horticultural 
Society. Thursday, Feb. 15, la the 
date. The place will  be in the Grand 
Rapids Y. M. C. A. An interesting 
program la planned for two day 
time sesalons, plua the annual ban-
quet in the evening. E. J . Robln-
ette Is prealdent of the association 
and Edward Groas is vice presi-
d e n t 

Tax Collection Notices 
After January 9, I will  be at the 

State Savings Bank on Saturday 
only until the last week in Febru-
ary, when I will  be at the bank 

her one, '"Kid Nightingale" with every day. After March 1 ,1 will  re-

HENRY JOHNSON R E - E L B C T D 
K E N T CO. ROAD CHAIRMAN 

Kent county road commission 
Tuesday re-elected Henry A. John-
son of Alto as chairman for a sec-
ond term. Johnson succeeded the 
late Warren R. Townsend as chair-
man. Other road commission mem-
bers are Edwin Owen of Grand 
Rapids 4'ld William P. Joyce -Df 
Cannonsburg. 

Patron: I want to order a ton of 
coal. 

Dealer: What size? 
Patron: I want a ful l 2,240-

pound ton. 

John Payne and Jane Wyman. Fea-
ture number two, "The Girl From 
Rio" with Movlta, Warren Hull and 
Alan Baldwin. Also "Going Places", 
and cartoon, "Snuffy 's Party". 

Try a want ad in the Ledger and 
get results. tf 

colve taxes at my home until set-
tlement day. 

R OS ELLA YEITER, 
c84 Lowell-tp. Treasurer 

An air-raid shelter has been con-
structed under an auto and aviation 
manufactory in Turin, It ly. 

BLUE MARK NOTICE 

A blue mark around this notice 
will  call your attention to your ad-
dress label, which shows that it's 
time to renew. I t coqte a heap of 
money for labor, printing materials 
and many other expenses to pro-
duce this paper we*k In and week 
out and the publisher trusts that 
all subscribers will  do their best to 
renew their respective subscrip-
tions promptly, — R . G. Jeffur ies. 
Publisher. 


