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Village Gains 
In Net Worth 

A FOUR-LETTER WORD but 
one that can bring collapee 

a country if once started, and it is) 
FEAR. I t is well to remember; 
what starts runs on banks, shakes: 
financial markets and upsets our na-i • o i 
tional system of exchange, closes up Municipal 1 ian t S n O W S 
insurance companies, makes wom-
en rush to buyi silk hose, lay in 
sugar and probably soap. Fear will 
overcome reason and make house-
wives buy and store supplies that 
they don't need but want to be 
sure they won't be without. Let us 
take this sugar shortage as an 
example. Folks started out to ask 
for sugar from their groceryman 
when they didn't need it. Sped the 
rumor from the attack on the 
Philippines that there would be a 

Good Earnings 
The Village of Lowell has issued a 

very favorable report for the fiscal 
year ending January 31, 1942, with 
total assets of J675.247.79 for the 
three departments—light and power 
1331,811.31, water works ^101,862.07, 
village $241,574.41. 

Outstanding points of the report 
are the increased valuation of the 
village from $548,883.17 for 1940 to 
$569,971.03 in 1941. This is mostly 

sugar shortage and off to the store j due to remodelling and added 1m-
the shopper rushed to really lay In r ^ " ' ' 'l"~ " ~ u ' ' 
a supply in quantities. There we 
were in the clutches of fear with 
the government having to ration 
sugar to keep us from hoarding it. 
They tell us that there is enough 
sugar in this country to keep each 
of us supplied with a pound a week, 
and surely that Is enough from the 
stand-point of health and hips. 
Americans lead the world In the 
number of diabetics so we have 
evidently consumed more of the 
product than is good for us. Every 
time a 16-inch gun is fired, a f i f th 
of an acre of sugar cane is con-
sumed in the form of ethyl alcohol, 
of which sugar is the major source. 
Here is an emergency need for 
sugar but by using our heads in 
Lowell and not falling a victim to 
fear we can keep the IG-in. guns 

provemfents at the light plant and 
the addition of new power lines. 
The metered sales of the municipal 
plant are some higher this year, un-
doub'tedly due to the additional 
lines and new electrical equipment 
which has been added by con-
sumers. 

Another point of interest Is the 
fact that the net earnings of the 
Municipal plant during the fiscal 
year reached the tidy sum of 
$23,463.32, the largest net earnings 
In the plant's history. 

For the first time In years, the 
report shows no bonded Indebted-
ness. The new 1200 h. p. Diesel en-
gine which went into operation last 
fall does not appear In the records 
for the reason that final acceptance 
had not been completed by the end 
of the fiscal year. 

Total current assets for the vil-
supplied as well as our own tables. , a P c amount to $89316.57 which in-

' crease Is due to the Lee Estate 
funds received. 

F 
SEEING THE SUNRISE 

PEOPLE complain about hav-
ing to get up in 

Taxes receivable for the year of 
1941 are $274.34 which is a small 

the dark Percentage of the total tax roll. 
since the clocks were set ahead an 
hour on daylight saving, they might 
consider the chance they get to see 
the beautiful sunrises. Some nature 
lovers think the sunrise Is even 
more beautiful than the sunset. 

In early morning the earth Is 
likely to be covered with a layer 
of vapor which has gathered in the 
night. The sun's rays streaking 
through this vapor paint the most 
beautiful pictures of gorgeous hue. 
This colorful scene creates a setting 
of magnificence for oven the moat 
humble spot, and should give u^ 
a now realization of the wonders 
of our world. 

UNEXPECTED MISFORTUNES 

T 1FE BRINGS unexpected sur-
prises, and people have to shew 

prudence In getting ready for them. 
If  anyone had suggested about last 
October, that the supplies of rub-
ber would be cut off so that the 
ordinary automobile owner might 
not be able to get tires until the 
war was over, this display of good 
Judgment might have been called 
gloomy peaalmlsm. 

After this wtr , the American 
people will  not probably be satis-
fied to depend on the ends of the 
earth for such a vital necessity. 
Tires produced in this country or 
on our own continent may cost 
more money, but the American 
people will  want a supply they can 

Village treasurer, Elmer S. White, 
Is to be commended for his service 
and the unusually good collections. 

During 1941, the light plant fur-
nished the following current free: 
Showboat, football field, trailer 
camp, WPA sewing rooms, munici-
pal garage, skating pond, race track 
barns, fire siren, 30 h. p. motor at 
the booster station. Reservoir Hill 
light and motor for spraying, 
Christmas trees, 4-H Club ferrls 
wheel, swing and concessions; soft-
ball floodlights, Easter Cross lights. 

A complete account of the ar.nual 
statement will  be found on page 
six of this Issue. Mr. and Mrs. L. E. 
Johnson of the village clerk's office 
deserve credit for painstaking work 
In compiling the records. 

Board of Trade 
Names Personnel 

President Henry Weaver of the 
Board of Trade announces that the 
directors have elected a secretary 
and a treasurer and that the B. of 
T. is now fully organized for carry-
ing on activities ol the present fis-
cal year with the following officers: 

President, Henry Weaver; vice 
president, Bruce Walter; treasurer, 
E. A. Compagner and secretary. 
Claude Thome. The directors are 
the above named officers and VII-

- - . . lage President J. A. Arehart ex-
always depend upon. They h a v e | o f f l c t o a n d R D H a h n a n d M e I v , n 
become so dependent on their cars:j j feW jB 
that while a sharp limitation on| ^ i**-
their use la accepted cheerfully as; Committees 
a war necessity, tuey don't want It. Budget—M. N. Henry, Harold 
to happen again. • Englehardt, Dan Wingeler, Jay 

Bolen, Burt McNeilly. 
LENTEN SELF-DENIAL 

T^HE CHURCH season of Lent 
has for centuries told the world 

that it needs the spirit of self-
denial. Self-denial is not popular 
in the modern world. People want 
self-satisfaction. 

Yet it takes self-denial to ac-|mond, E. C. 
comp'ilsh the best ends. The found- Doyle, Peter 
ers of our country needed it, to 
establish good homes and toWns 
In a wilderness. People need it to 
succeed In any occupation. They 
have to struggle and toil through 
many hours when they -r^ould like 
to have fun. If we are to win the 
love of the community, we need I Sbepard, Melvin Lewis, Percy 

Better Business—Howard Smiley, 
Carl Freyermuth, Ed Kiel, A. A. 
Curtis, Lawrence Maxson. 

V i l l a g e Improvement—L. W. 
Rutherford, Dr. D. H. Oatley, N. E. 
Borgerson, I. O. Altenburger, Harry 
Day. 

New Industries—Theron Rich 
Foreman, Wm. C. 
Speerstra, H. L. 

Weekes. 
Program—F. F. Coons, W. W. 

Gumser, R. G. Jefferles. 
Sports and Recreation—C. R. 

Burch, R. B. Avery, George Story, 
Sam Myers, Bernle Bedell. 

4-H Club—Theo Bailey. Dr. B. H. 

often to give up our own pleasure 
and work for the good of friends or 
the public. And If our nation, at-
tacked by mighty enemies, is to 
win over Its foes. Its people need 
to manifest self-denial for the bene-
fi t  of their beloved country. 

BENEFITS OF COMPETITION 

T5USINBSS PEOPLE often com-
plain of (he Intense competition 

of modern life, as one of the diffi-
culties they have to meet. They 
sometimes say they have to do 
business at such low margins of 
profit, that they may make no 
money at all. 

Competition Is one of the funda-
mental facts of life. There are al-
ways energetic hustlers, who are 
determined to increase their busi-
ness, and they offer inducements 
to people who buy of them. The 
public gets the benefits of their 
energy. They draw trade Into their 
home towns by the specially good 
service they offer, the attractive-
ness of their stocks, and their 
keenness as buyers and watchers 
of the market. There are plenty of 
such people in the stores of Lowell, 
and the public values their ener-
getic spirit. 

COLLEGES IN LINE 

T?VEN COLLEGES are going on 
war-time schedule, arranging 

programs to fall in with the plans 
of the emergency drive. All  over 
the country there are institutions 
that are making arrangements to 
shorten the graduation period and 
bring college courses to an end In 
three years and less. This set-up 
means that there will  be no sum-
mer vacation and there will  be 
graduations twice a year. Criticism 
is raised concerning this rushing 
the student through In such "quick" 
time that he will  suffer througn 
the loss of a more thorough train-
ing. Will  he wind up with less 
knowledge and training than In the 
old days of a four year course? 
Many of our educators say this will 
not be so, that the students will 
get every bit as much training but 
there will  be less leisure in the 
college course. Saturdays in class 
rooms, less time for exams, short 
vacations. If any, all to provide edu-
cation without a stop during a 
crises. 

Jefferles, 
Christian-

Read, Jack Fahrni. 
Publicity — H a r o l d 

Bruce Walter. William 
sen. 

Christmas Programs-R o b e r t 
Focht, Chris Leonard, Dr. J. A. 
MacDoriell, William Doyle, Forrest 
Buck. 

Annual and Hallowe'en P icn ics-
Robert Hahn, Frank Stephens, C. 
H. Runciman, Dick Rutherford, 
Howard Rittenger. 

Tourist—R. A. Wittenbach, John 
Arehart. A. H. Stormzand, George 
Herald, L. E. Johnson. 

G RATTAN-TP. WOMAN-
DIES ON 82ND BIRTHDAY 

Mrs. Estella Loomis, widow of 
Frank Loomis, died Sunday on her 
eighty-second birth anniversary on 
the farm in Grattan township, 
Kent county, where she was born. 
She was the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Casner. Mrs. Loomis 
was a fgrmer member of the Metho-
dist Church and Grattan Grange. 

Surviving are a son, Lawrence, 
and a sister, Mrs, Mary Faulkner. 

Funeral services were held Wed-
nesday at the Victor Ellis home 
with burial In Grattan center ceme-
tery. 

FORMER RESIDENT PASSES 
Mrs. Zella Hulbert Quartel died 

at her home in Grand Rapids on 
Sunday. She had spent her child-
hood in Lowell and will  be remem-
bered by friends here. She Is the 
niece of Mrs. H. G. Ottmer of De-
troit, formerly Cecelia Noble of 
Lowell. Surviving are the husband 
and five daughters. 

Sympathy is extended to the 
bereaved relatives. 

POPPY DAY IS NEAR 
Seems early to talk about Poppy 

Day. but you know that boys In the 
hospitals are working all the while 
to get a supply made, for a million 
poppies Is the quota this year. Al-
ready large orders are being sent in 
by different units to keep the boys 
busy. This year mon» than any 
since World War I. everyone should 
wear a poppy, both young and old.— 
B. E. H. 

"My wife doesn't understand me. 
Does yours?" 

"Dunno. Never heard her men-
tion your name." 

Don't forget to vote at the vil-
lage election next Monday. Although 
there Is but one ticket In the field 
and the further fact that all the 
candidates thereon are up for re-
election It Is fitting that they be 
given your gesture of approval. 
That is the main part of the pay 
they receive. 

The Board of Education Monday 
night decided to have spring vaca-
tion for Lowell school pupils as 
usual. School will  close Friday 
night, March 27, and reopen Mon-
day morning, April  6, the day fol-
lowing Easter. The school program 
will  proceed as usual with but very 
few changes. 

Lyle Webster, salesman for the 
McQueen Motor Company, has been 
forced to admit that demonstrating 
horses is quite a bit different than 
demonstrating cars. While showing 
the good (?) points of a horse to a 
farmer a few days ago, old Dobbin 
did some demonstrating on his own 
account by landing a swift kick of 
objection, as a consequence of 
which Mr. Webster is spending a 
few days at home. 

Village Clerk L. E. Johnson Is 
circulating a petition here that is 
addressed to John J. O'Hara, chair-
man Michigan Public Service Com-
mission, asking for the re-establish-
ment of passenger train service on 
the P. M. railroad between Grand 
Rapids and Saginaw. This service 
was discontinued on April  10, 1941. 
The petition originated at St. Louis, 
Mich., and is being circulated here 
at the request of that city. 

An acoustic device has been in-
stalled this week in the lobby of the 
State Savings Bank. The device, 
which is attached to the celling 
helps to do away with sound vibra-
lions such as the clackety-clack of 
typewriters and other business ma-
chines. Conversational tones are 
readily absorbed and the clankety-
clank of silver coin Is barely dis-
cernible. Most of us, however, 
have never felt that that sound wes 
disagreeable. 

More than 50 of the 225 members 
of the Kent County Medical society 
are expected eventually to go Into 
service with the armed forces, ac-
cording to a well known Kent 
County physician. Kent county's 
procurement quota is 58 physicians, 
and with a dozen or more already 
in service, the county may expect 
to lose about 45 more doctors to the 
army and navy before the war is 
over. Michigan's quota Is 750 to 800 
doctors. Only two doctors now left 
in Lowell and vicinity and we can 
III  afford to spare either. 

Nice sugar snow last Monday and 
conniderable moisture last fall 
should be conducive to a good run 
of sap this spring. The tapping 
will  Ukely be under way by the 
time this week's Ledger reaches its 
readers. Supervisor Frank Hough-
ton says he has sometimes tapped 
trees as early as Washington's 
birthday. The more maple syrup 
we get the easier It will  be on 
sugar rationing. Good old fashioned 
buckwheat cakes with plenty of 
maple syrup is something to make 
the mouth of the gods water. 

Only 10 more days In which to file 
income tax returns—and that's im-
portant to three times as many 
Kent county people as It used to be. 
According to estimates of the 
treasury department, 47.000 Kent 
county residents will  file returns 
this year, in contrast to the 16,464 
who filed in 1940. Not all of the 
47,000 will  pay an income tax, how-
ever. Lowered exemptions have 
brought 10,450 into the tax-paying 
group, but of the 47.000 who will 
file returns, only 59.5 per cent have 
taxable Incomes. Their contribu-
tion to Uncle Sam's war chest, 
however, will  amount to a sizable 
$2,160,000. 

They are probably going to blame 
the war for some of these funny 
looking styles in spring millinery 
that are almost upon us. And from 
what the pictures line up for 
feminine heads we are of the opin-
ion that war has indeed gone to our 
heads! Some of the high-crowned 
"Uncle Sam" stove-pipe numbers 
with the bill  of rights insignia on 
the side, may be patriotic—a sailor's 
cap on a stout individual, or a 
chapeau made of cellophane and 
trimmed in garden vegetables. If 
Lowell suffers from the attack 
there will  be many a local man who 
will  remark If war has dictated the 
millinery trend then Sherman was 
indeed close to the truth. 

It is good to fake a few moments 
now and then to consider the serv-
ice rendered the community by Its 
home merchants. They are working 
every day to provide their towns-
people and the nearby country with 
the best and most useful and stylish 
and modern goods the market 
offers, at the lowest possible prices. 
If  you talk with them about their 
trade and their merchandise, you 
will  be impressed by their intelli-
gence, desire to please, willingness 
to accommodate the public, and 
render service. As citizens of Low-
ell we should show appreciation of 
the service thus rendered, and val-
ue rightly the great opportunity 
offered us to obtain the best goods 
at the lowest prices without going 
away from home. It pays us to 
back up these home stores. 

Jokes, jests, jabs and jibes just 
by Jeff: So many Lowell men 
ludge spring's approach by the size 
of their coal pile. . . . The older edi-
torials expresslncr our country's 
neutrality would look sort of silly 
If  reprinted now. . . . A few Lowell 
wives say they would rather their 
husbands would call them some-
thing than not to call them any-
thing. . . . The most satisfied man 
In Lowell Is the one who. If given 
the chance wouldn't want to be any-
body else. 

Gas Station Robbers 
Arrested on Tuesday 

Mrs. Grace Metzgar, of Lansing, 
who authorities said assisted her 
two juvenile sons in a series of 
larcenies from gasoline stations, 
was arrested Tuesday by Kent 
county officers. 

Her 14-year-old son, who pre-
viously told the deputies he lost 
$20 In stolen money In a garbage 
can, reversed his story Tuesday, 
implicated the mother and his 16-
year-old brother. 

According to officers, Mrs. Metz-
gar would drive up to a gas station 
and while she was being attended, 
one of the boys would go inside the 
station and rifle the cash drawer. 

Officers said $20 was taken from 
the William Helm station, Low-
ell on February 22 and $11 from 
a Portland gas station. An alert 
Shelbyvllle station attendant, who 
found ihe cash drawer jammed and 
took the license plate number of 
the car, was Instrumental in bring-
ing about the arrests. 

A warrant, charging the mother 
with contributing to the delin-
quency of one of her sons, was to be 
recommended today (Thursday) by 
Assistant Prosecutor Arnold L. 
Levandoskl. He announced he 
would likewise charge the mother 
with receiving money stolen by the 
younger boy. 

News of Our Boys 
With the U. S. Flag 

Hoyt Phelps, son of Mrs. Eliza-
beth Phelps, has enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps and expects to re-
port for service the first of April. 

• Word has reached here that Jack 
Fonger has been transferred from 
Fort Custer to Wichita Fills, Kan. 
It is reported that he will  serve in 
a branch of the air service. 

Pvt. Junior Ayres of the U. S. 
Marines has been transferred from 
San Diego, Calif., to a school a^ 
Jacksonville, Fla., where he expects 
to remain for about six months. 

Items of interest regarding some 
of the soldier boys from this vicin-
ity will  be found on another page of 
this issue under the heading of 
"Echoes of Grand River Drive." 

Pvt. Jacob Cornelius Plooster, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Plooster 
of Southwest Lowell, has been 
transferred 'rom Fort Custer to the 
Signal Corps training center at 
Camp Crowder, Mo. 

Arthur Curtis, who has been In 
training In the Naval Air Corps at 
Miami, Fla., has been transferred 
to Camp Gordon, Atlanta, Ga., 
where he will  attend ground school 
for about six weeks. Art is now 
making solo flights. 

Roger Lott was recently trans-
ferred from the Naval training sta-
tion at Chicago to some other 
station. No- communication was 
received until last week when rel-
atives and friends received word 
that he is at Pearl Harbor. His ad-
dress Is In Care of the U. S. Navy 
Hospital, Pearl Harbor. 

We hear from Pvt. Orison 
Weaver, who is at Camp Grant. 111., 
that the medical corps to which he 
is assigned is very interesting. The 
work. Orison says, took the InJ 
structors four years to learn and is 
taught to the men in eight weeks. 
He also reports that the U. S. O. 
clubs are worth a lot to the men In 
their hours off. 

Corp. Lawrence Armstrong spent 
from Monday night until Friday 
morning here with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Vern Armstrong. Pvt 
James Read spent from Thursday 
night until Sunday afternoon with 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Percy J 
Read. The boys were being trans 
ferred from Camp Livingston. La. 
to another camp. 

Office Boy (nervously)—Please, 
sir, I think j-ou're wanted on the 
telephone. 

Boss—You think! Aren't you 
sure? 

Office Boy—Well, the voice at 
the other end said. "Hello, is that 
you, you old Idiot?" 

Vincent McCaul, Jr., son of Mr 
and Mrs. Vincent McCaul of 
Elmdale, was enroute to rejoin 
the destroyer Jacob Jones, sunk 
last Saturday off the New Jersey 
coast, he informed his parents by 
telephone Tuesday night. McCaul. 
a member of the crew of the Jacob 
Jones, had been released from a 
Boston, Mass., hospital and was re-
turning to the ship when he heard it 
had been sunk. 

Mrs. V/ill  Keech of Fallasburg re-
ceived a letter from her brother. 
Pvt. Charles E. Jones, who is with 
the 3d Cal. Brig. Weapons Troops. 
Papago Camp, Phoenix. Arizona. 
News of other Fallasburg boys who 
are serving in the U. S. Army: Pvt. 
Bernard L. Miller of Co. C., 126 Inf. 
has been sent from Camp Liv-
ingston, La., to Fort Devens, Mass. 
Judging from the lasi report from 
Corp. Donald P. Tower, he is on his 
way to som? foreign country. Sgt. 
Harry Vaughan, Co. D, Clearing 
107th Med. Bn.. Camp Livingston, 
La., expected to arrive at Fort 
Devina, Mass., eany this week. Pvt. 
Glenn Dennis, Battery D, 14th Coast 
Art., is still stationed at Fort Wor-
den. Wash. Albert Oesch, another 
soldier boy of this community, is 
stationed at Camp Grant, 111. 

Strand Calendar 
Thursday, March 5—George San-

ders and Wendy Barrie in "The 
Gay Falcon;" also William Wright 
and Margaret Tallichet in "The 
Devil Pays Off;" also Screen Snap-
shots. 

Friday and Saturday, March 6-7— 
Sweet, hot and low down, "Blues in 
the Night" with Prlscilla Lane. 
Betty Field and Richard Whorf. 
Added feature, "Miss Polly" with 
Zasu Pitts. Slim Summervllle and 
Kathleen Howard; also News. 

Sunday and Monday, March 8-9— 
Starring Shirley Temple in "Kath-
leen" with Herbert Marshall, La-
raine Day, Gail Patrick and Felix 
Bressart. Added feature, "All 
American Co-ed" with Frances 
Lanpford and Johnny Downs; also 
News. 

Tuesday and Wednesday, March 
10-11—William Powell and Myrna 
Lov in "Shadow of the Thin Man" 
with Barry Nelson. Dickie Hall and 
Asta; also Loco Boys Make Good. 

Thursday. March 12—Tim Holt In 
"The Bandit Trail." Added feature. 
"Burma Convoy" with Charles 
Blckford and Evelyn Ankers; also 
Novelty Reel. 

Pert Paragraphs 
About Michigan 

Slate 's Defense a Ma t te r 
Of Real Concern 

By Gone Alleman 
Mgr. Michigan Press Assn. 

Enemy air raids on Michigan 
cities or the Soo locks could occur 
during April  or May when weather 
would be more suitable for long 
distance flying, according to mili-
tary advice. Inconsistency exists 
In the fact that the army has not 
taken steps yet to designate Mich-
igan as a possible target for air 
attacks although Presic'pr.t Roose-
velt said in a recent press con-
ference that Detroit could be 
bombed under certain conditions. 

t Protective defense services—such 
as air raid wardens and fire and 
police volunteers—are In charge 
of Capt. Don Leonard, Michigan 
8.- te police, who was designated 
months ago by the governor as 
coordinator for these agencies in 
M i c h i g a n . Official instruction 
courses have been prepared by the 
Office of Civilian Defense at Wash-
ington for which Leonard was a 
special field man for many months. 

Ludington is all excited over pros-
pects of the huge chemical defense 
plant to be constructed there by 
the Defense Plant Corp. and oper-
ated by the Dow Magnesium Corp. 
In Benton Harbor a new mine-
sweeper was launched — A new 
lock is believed assured for the 
St. Mary's River canal at Sault 
Ste. Marie. 

Brighter news from the Indus-
trial front, in contrast to the flow 
of reverses from the war front, 
was reflected In an announcement 
by the state unemployment com-
pensation commission that liil.533 
claims had been paid to jobless as 
of. Feb. 21, as compared to previous 
official forecast of 250,000 to 300,-
000. 

Reason, as given by Wendall L. 
Lund, commission director: "Unex-
pected Industrial activity and great-
er speed In defense absorption of 
the Idle." 

Local draft boards are to be 
cautioned by Brig. General Lewlp 
B. Hershey, director of selective 
service, against exhausting farm 
labor rolls in their counties. Gen-
eral Hershey said In Washington: 
"One of the hardest men you have 
to convince that he is a specialist 
is the farmer. Farmers ore pa-
triotic. They don't try to get eremp-
tlons." 

G. Donald Kennedy, state com-
missioner of highways, reported a 
reduction of department payroll by 
12.9 per cent for January. Gasoline 
rftvenues are expected to decline 
dfie to tire rationing, and Kennedy-
is taking steps to keep operating 
costs In line with 1942 revenues. 
Highway construction will  be limit-
ed virtually to war needs. 

The pension repeal was whooped 
through the house of representa-
tives at Washington by unanimous 
vote of Michigan's 17 representa-
tives. 

Editorial comment on defense: 
(Stanley Banyon In the Benton 
Harbor News-Palladium)-

"How many hours a week do the 
boys on Bataan work? If the Japs 
attack on Sunday, do you think 
the Amer}?an troops demand double 
time for overtime? 

"The work week is between 55 
and 60 hours in Great Britain. It 
is between 60 and 70 hours in Ger-
many. 

"This is war. Every American 
must work as many hours as com-
patible with maximum efficiency. 
He should be paid for every hour 
at his regular pay rate. The 40-hour 
week overtime penalties—like ex-
cessive profits—are holding back 
the war effort. For the duration, 
they must go!" 

Chase S. Osborn writing in the 
Sault Ste. Marie Evening News: 

"This is no time to get too cocky 
or to think of ourselves as bullies or 
anything of that sort. But It Is 
wholesome to remember that Amer-
icans have never shirked a fight 
when they were in the right. They 
really appear to have enjoyed dying 
for their country. It is as good a 
way to be assured of future hap-
piness as can be found. Sooner or 
later the Americans are going to 
wipe the Japanese off the face of 
the earth." 

"If  the boys with MacArthur can 
lake it, so can we!" 

So said a World war veteran on 
the mld-nlght-to-dawn shift at 
Colt's patent fire arms plant in 
Connecticut when he explained why 
the men called It the "MacArthur 
Shift." 

M. A. Gorman, editor, Flint 
J o u r n a l , observed editorially: 
"What a boon It would be If this 
spirit should take root throughout 
American life! And it must." 

^ J A P t k e Cthg 

On Canned  Goods Rev. R. C. Warland, pastor of 
the Lowell Church of The --Jazarene, 
announces an Important public 
meeting to be held at the church I 
next Monday evening, March 9. at F u r t h e r D e t a i l H A h o n t 
7:30 o'clock. The speakers will  be, , r i l , e r A D O II I 
Dr. Orval J. Nease, General Super-1 S l i c a r R a t i n n i n i r 
intendent of the Church of The h 

Wazajene, and Dr. R. V. Starr, Dls-j The government has clamped 
trlct Superintendent. Dr. Nease Is price ceilings on 25 canned fruits 
a former college president and also and vegetables In the first appllca-
editor of Sunday School publica-
tions. These men will  be here for 
just one service. Plan to attend 
and hear these outstanding preach-
ers. 

Missing Writers 
For Three Weeks 

Mr. and Mrs. Glendon Swarthout 
Not Heard From Since Boarding 
Ulacked-Out Ship at Trinidad 
Where are Glendon and Kathryn 

Swarthout, the travelers who have 
been writing letters of great inter-
est to the Ledger every week for 
the past 18 weeks? 

/„ 

Glendon Swarthout 

That is the question that is natur-
ally causing concern and anxiety to 
their parents and many friends. The 
last letter to reach here came by 
air mail and was published in last 
week's Ledger, that letter having 
been written on February 11. The 
writers had been detained for 
weeks on an island In the Caribbean 
Sea, unable to get a ship bound for 
Brazil although they had their 
tickets in their pockets. They then 
decided to take ship for the Isthmus 
of Panama but at Trinidad their 
blacked-out ship was re-routed, but 
they were not told to what port. 
That was three weeks ago today 
2nd not a word has been received 
since, either by this newspaper or 
the parents here, Mr. and Mrs. F. 
H. Swarthout. 

The re-routing of their ship was 
doubtless taken as a safety measure 
as it is well known that German 
U-boats have been active in the 
waters of the Caribbean. Wherever 
they are there is reason to believe 
and hope that they are safe and 
when the next letter arrives Ledger 
subscribers may expect to have 
some mighty interesting reading— 
unless the censor gets too busy 
with his pencil. 

W. R. C. COLLECTING 
BOOKS FOR SERVICE MEN 

The Women's Relief Corps has 
received word that the women of 
Michigan have accomplished more 
in Americanization work than any 
other state as far as the American-
ization chairman could learn. So to 
keep Michigan in the lead and to 
help do our bit, we are asking all 
who care to donate books and mag-
azlnes (in good order) to leave 
same at City Hall for the W. R. C. 
and they will  see that the books 
are sent to the boys in service. 

We also offer our assistance in 
any way Imaginable as the "Relief 
Corps." Notify the president, Mrs. 
Minnie Hawk, or call phone 65.— 
B. E. H. 

SPRING HATS FOR MEN 
New spring colors In Super Champ i 

quality, light in weight and built to| 
take It, $3.95 and $4.50. Spring hats 
range from $1.50 up, at Coons'. 

General Motors Corporation pur-
chased 29,000 shares of its own com-
mon stock in November, bringing 
its total holdings to 196,221 shares., 

Kent Co. Fanners 
Begin Offensive 

During the week of March 1, 
plans for reviewing production in 
Kent County have been set up by 
the Kent County Triple-A PresH-
dent, John McCabe. Beginning with 
t h e community committeemen, 
special emphasis will  be placed on 
working out problems facing farm-
ers so that they can make their 
final plans for meeting the pro-
duction goals set up for 15142. 

Word received from State AAA 
office states that: "March is 'mo-
bilization month' for Michigan agri-
culture as an army of 190.000 Mich-
igan farmers swing into formation 
on a vast farm front along with 
six million other American farmers 
who are making zero-hour plans 
and preparations f r r the gigantic 
spring offensive directed toward 
meeting the Nation's urgent call 
for greatly Increased production of 
vital farm commodities." 

Farm production will  be of vital 
importance to our war effort, 
especially because the present sit-
uation in the Far East makes it 
look more than ever like this coun-
try Is in for a long, hard fight. 

Some of the Important jobs that 
must be done during March, or 
well under way are as follows: 
The collection and disposal of scrap 
iron, waste paper, rubber, etc. 
should be carried out with as 
much speed as possible. 

McCabe urges all farmers to col-
lect all scrap metal that is on 
their farms and prepare it for 
delivery to scrap metal yards or 
put it In a convenient place for 
pick up if the farmer is unable 
to make delivery. This scrap metal 
is vitally needed for the construc-
tion of guns, tanks, planes, farm 
equipment etc. Any metal or parts 
that may be advantageously used 
on the farm should be put away for 
future needs. 

The farm machinery repair cam-
paign though well under way now 
in this County is not actually com-
plete. Many machines have yet to 
be repaired and some repair parts 
are yet to be ordered. This particu-
lar phase of the program should 
be completed as rapidly as possible 
since the time Is drawing close to 
when farmers will  bef/in spring 
work. Every farmer should check 
the unrepaired machines that he 
will  need In the production cam-
paign in 1942. He should immediate-
ly get his repair orders in so that 
the dealers may have time to ob-
tain the necessary repairs and 
parts for him. 

Mr. McCabe says that delay now 
may prove costly. 

tlon of such regulations to any food 
other than sugar. 

Announcing simultaneously fur-
ther details of sugar rationing 
plans, the office of price adminis-
tration said ration books would be 
denied to persons having more than 
two months' supply. 

The CPA's canned goods order 
forbade canners and wholesalers to 
charge more for a selected list of 
items than the highest price they 
received in- the period between Feb. 
23 and Feb. 27. 

Retailers will  be responsible for 
stabilizing their own prices. Admin-
istrator Leon Henderson declared, 
adding that "should this responsi-
bility  prove too much, OPA will 
take steps to control prices at the 
retail source." 

Effective Monday 

Blanketed under the ceiling, ef-
fective Monday, were canned apples, 
applesauce, aprlcoto, cherries, fruit 
cocktail, fruit salad, peaches, pears, 
pineapples, plums, asparagus, all 
dried beans, lima beans, snap beans, 
beets, carrots, corn, peas, pumpkins, 
sauerkraut, spinach, sweet potatoes, 
tomatoes, tomato juice and tomato 
catsup. 

I Henderson said the action, to be 
'superseded within 60 days by a per-
jmanent price schedule, was neces-
sary to halt speculation, profiteer-
ing and price Increase which, since 

| last August, have amounted to 
j about 20 per cent at the canners* 
level, and about 10 per cent at the 
retail level. 

No Hoarding. Please 

| At the same time, Henderson 
cautioned housewives a g a i n s t 
hoarding canned goods, declaring 
chat present supplies were adequate 

I for "reasonable consumer needs" de-
| spite heavy demands of the armed 
services and lease-lend require 
Iments. 
i OPA announced that a reglstra-
(tion for sugar rationing books 
would bo held during a four-day 
period late in March. No ration 
book will  be issued, to a person 
possessing a supply of sugar equiva-
lent to more than eight weeks' sup 
Ply-

Officials said the amount of sugar 
representine eight weeks' supply 
had not yet been determined, since 
no definite decision has yet been 
made as to the individual weeklv 
sugar ration. Although OPA has 
tentatively placed the allotment per 
person at 12 ounces a week. It Is 
understood that this figure Is pos-
sibly subject to downward re-
vision. 

Approximately 1,400,000 teachers 
will  serve as registrars. A ration 
book will  be Issued for each indi-
vidual in the country excepting per-
sons In the armed services, inmates 
of institutions and persona tempo-
rarily or permanently In hospitals. 

One adult may register for each 
family unit, although a separate 
ration book will  be Issued for each 
member of the unit. Servants, 
lodgers and others who live in a 
household but are not members of 
a family unit, must register in-
dividually. 

Governor Sips 
22 War Measures 

Governor VanWagoner this week 
completed the signing of 22 mea-
sures passed by the recent special 
war session of the Legislature and 
declared the non-political coopera-
tion of all elements of the State 
Government had set a record for 
which "the citizens of Michigan can 
be proud." 

Major war acts of the sessions 
were the liberalization of unem-
ployment compensation payments 
to provide a maximum of $20 for 20 
weeks for persons who lost their 
jobs in the war transition period, 

;and increased allotments for aged 
persons and mothers with depend-
ent children, to meet higher living 
costs. 

Other war Acts will  attract pri-
vate capital for defense housing, 
prevent slum housing around de-
fense plants, and permit Detroit 
busses to carry workers to the Wil-
low Run war plant. 

Other measures allow county 
boards of supervisors to provide 
fire protection in rural areas; 
authorize use of tax-delinquent 
lands for defense purposes; permit 
the closing of estates In which 
foreign heirs are involved, and al-
low Bar examinations for law stu-
dents who are called into the armed 
forces before completing their 
courses. 

Other Acts make it a felony to 
steal an airplane; permit town-
ships to combine funds for fire 
protection; allow school board elec-
tions in districts consolidated in 
defense areas; permit the State 
Department of Health to continue 
free distribution of anti-toxins; per-
mit better control of venereal dis-
ease, and provide for recording of 
unregistered births, to help persons 
who must have certificates to get 
war jobs. 

Tax inequalities for auto dealers 
whose stock Is "frozen" by Federal 
order are relieved; Civil  Service 
payroll adjustments are provided 
for. Other Acts permit condemna-
tion of flight-strips for airplanes 
along highways; save steel by per-
mitting sale of farm tractors with-
out guard shields over wheels; 
amend the Homestead Act to aid 
Army draftees; correct the descrip-
tion of a parcel of land being sold 
by the State, and repeal the camp 
doe law. 

By K. K. Vlnlng 

(Pinchhitting this week for Mr. 
Vlnlng are E. Eleanor Densmore, 
home extension agent and John 
Stone, assistant extension agent.) 

Good Old Farm Manure 

We had a meeting the other night 
at Lowell on—don't blame this on 
Mr. Vlnlng now—war, production, 
defense, no, but on good old farm 
manure. For the past several 
months most of us have been hear-
ing, thinking, reading and talking 
only about the war. Over there In 
that meeting at Lowell, where John 
Klelnheksel has been called into 
the armed services, it seemed to me 
that he might say, "don't forget the 
little things on the farm that make 
for better crops," because it is a 
combination of "many sticks" t ha f 
Is hard to break. So we just talked 
over the value of farm manure. 

Did you ever stop to think that 
we all live on grass and grain and 
other crops coming directly from 
the soil in one way or another? Old 
Bossy Ls just a machine. She eats 
the grass and grain making milk 
and beef, leaving us what's left, or. 
the manure, which contains half 
the nitrogen, potash and phosphate 
that these plants originally took 
from the soil. Most of us do things 
the easy way. It is common practice 
to haul the manure out of the barn 
into a large pile for the weather 
to rob us of the liquid portion or 
half its fertilizer value. It's sabo-
tage, that's what it is. Whenever 
possible, spread manure immediate-
ly or store It safely in a cement 
pit or pen type barn where the 
rain and snow can't rob us of 
fertilizer which the land needs so 
badly and which Is going to be 
increasingly difficult to get. 

To get the most value from farm 
manure several handfuls of super 
phosphate In back of each cow 
per day will  increase the fertilizer 
value of the manure and will  make 
the barn smell as sweet as a florisi 
shop. 

Good Idea 

In Successful Farming I noticed 
that one fellow hangs a bucket over 
the exhaust pipe of his tractor when 
using It In the barn to prevent 
sparks from getting into the hay 
mow. 

Million  Dollar Bean 

Mr. Vlnlng said there were no 
strings attached to anything Miss 
Densmore and I wanted to say in 
this column so I am going to dare 
to mention beans. E. E. Down, 
plant breeder from Michigan State 
College, says the Michellte bean 
was worth a million dollars to the 
farmers of Michigan last year. 
Guess this came mostly from the 
Thumb, but still this early bloom-
ing mosaic and field blight resis-
tant Michellte bean Is considerably 
better in Kent county than many 
of the older varieties. 

Horses and Holsteins 

Uncle Sam's Army apparently 
doesn't go in for horsea as much 
as some countries. Here it says 
the Russians have 10,000,000 horses 
in their army. Japan has 375,000, 
Germany 960.000. while the Ameri-
can army has 37,000 horses. Maybe 
we like our dairy cows better for 
there wlH be a meeting of the West 
Michigan Ilolatein Breeders' Associ-
ation here at the Grand Rapids 
Y. M. C. A. Building, Room 203, 
at 8:00 o'clock in the evening (war 
time) on Wednesday, March 11. 

I Professor Ear! Weaver, head of the 
I Dairy Department at Michigan 
1 State Colloge, will  be present. 

Above paragraphs by Mr. Stone. 
The following article by Miss Dens-
more. 

Feeding the Army 
If  you think your food bills are 

high, how would you like to pay 
Uncle Sam's grocery bill? Just a 
mere $750,000 a day. And how would 
you like to cater to a million and 
a half appetites? These men come 
from over a million homes and 
every man's mother is the best 
cook in the world. How does the 
army do It? The responsibility for 
this huge job rests chiefly with the 
Quartermaster Corps, which has 
trained men to purchase, inspect, 
distribute, store and issue foods. 
These men are especially trained. 
Schools for bakers and cooks are 
established In each of the nine 
army corps. Experts from the Na-
tional Livestock and Meat Board 
visit all the large camps and teach 
the chefs how to cut and cook 
meat to the best advantage. 

Experimental work is being con-
stantly carried on by army re-
search laboratories. How well the 
Quartermaster corps is doing its 
job is reflected In the improved 
health of the men. A year of 
regular hours, regular nutritious 
meals, drill  and heavy physical 
exercises have strengthened and 
hardened all our recruits. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Whip your cream before dinner 
and put it in freeezing tray In the 
refrigerator and then at dessert 
time proudly bring forth—Just 
frosted and with the even texture of 
freshly whipped cream. Saves, tima, 
too. 

NOTICE 

I will  be at the office of the late 
Dr. H. P. Gotfredsen every after-
noon during tne month of March 
to collect accounts due him. 

Besse F. Gotfredsen (Mrs. H. P.), 
Special Administrator. c42-tf 

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS 
The Ben Wepman store will  con^ 

tlnue to do business under the man-
agement of his two sons, Herman 
and Willie Wepman. Your patron-
age Is fully appreciated. Thank you. 
c43 Wm. Wepman. 

More than 2,000,000 tons of old 
corn In Argentina probably will  be 
used for fuel. 

Bake ginger bread in cupcake 
pans. When cold, cut nut the center 
with a small pointed knife. Fill 
with cream cheese and quince Jelly. 
Replace the top for a covering 
Serve with coffee. 

BLUE MARK NOTICE 
A blue mark around this para-

graph indicates that your subscrip-
tion is past due. The figures after 
the name on the address label show 
the month and the year of the ex-
piration dote. Kindly oblige the 
nubllsher by promptly renewing. 


