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Candidate’s Corner James Salzwedel
by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

In this November’s 
election there are five 
candidates running for 
three open seats on 
Lowell’s city council. 
Incumbents Michael 
DeVore and Gregory 
Canfield are running for 
reelection along with 
new candidates Jake 
Davenport, Mark Ritzema 
and James Salzwedel. 
During the next several 
weeks the Ledger will 
profile the candidates and 
get their views on some of 
Lowell’s important issues. 
This week we explore the 
views of James Salzwedel. 
He ran for a seat on the 
council in 2014 but was 
defeated by only 51 votes. 
Since then he has been 
serving on both the board 
of Lowell Light & Power 
and on the Lowell Planning 
Commission.

“I am running because 
I believe that with my 
skills, knowledge and 
experience I can promote 
Lowell’s quality of 
community and I can 
help the council become 

more effective in doing 
its job to the benefit of its 
citizens,” Salzwedel said. 
“The city council matters 
to Lowell’s future. We need 
councilmembers who will 
first represent citizen and 
business interests while 
being mindful of the needs 
of the city and who wants to 
do the hard work involved 
and ask tough questions on 
behalf of those citizens and 
businesses. When you’ve 
gone down to city hall for 
meetings as I have and 
talked to councilmembers, 
city staffers and the citizens 
who come to address the 
council on some matter, you 
begin to understand that the 
city council has an impact 
on Lowell’s quality of life 
and it has the potential to 
become a real asset to the 
city.”

Salzwedel has lived 
in Lowell since 2006. He 
graduated from Forest Hills 
High School in 1972 and 
has worked in the security 
industry since 1974. He has 
been involved with Habitat 
for Humanity, Relay 
for Life and many other 
charities. In his spare time 

he enjoys spending quality 
time with his children and 
grandchildren, bowling 
and golf and he has 
volunteered as both a 
coach and an umpire for 
Little League baseball.

“I believe in my 
personal endeavors, as well 
as in business. I have been 
a good leader and decision 
maker, fair and able to think 
outside the box in order to 
find solutions to matters 
with favorable outcomes 
for those concerned,” 
Salzwedel said. “If I am 
elected to city council, that 
could mean questioning 
and researching 

Candidate Salzwedel, 
continued, page 2

by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Eight students 
from the Junior Master 
Gardener program at the 
Wittenbach Wege Center 
had their freshly-harvested 
vegetables for sale at the 
Lowell Farmers’ Market 
on Thursday, July 27. The 
kids meet once a week for 
eight weeks during summer, 
culminating in their trip 
to the market to sell their 
goods.

“Our gardens were very 
lush this year,” said WWC 
director Courtney Cheers. 
“We have a lot of beautiful 
herbs, peppers, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, onions, three 
different kinds of green snap 
beans, garlic, potatoes, kale, 
radishes, eggplant, zucchini, 
summer squash and mustard 
greens. And that’s just what 
we had ready today. We still 
have things ripening that 
aren’t ready to pick yet.”

Junior master gardeners grow, harvest,
then sell at Farmers’ Market

Cheers and a few 
volunteers have been doing 
the program every summer 
for the last ten years. The 

vegetables are in plots 
planted by Lowell fourth 
graders, who come to the 
WWC to learn about the 

nitty gritty of what it takes 
to grow food, from planting 
to harvest to cooking. The 
Junior Master Gardeners 

come back in the summer, 
adopt a plot and take these 
goods to market. The money 

The Junior Master Gardeners from the Wittenbach Wege Center had fresh vegetables for sale at the 
Lowell Farmers’ Market.

 Master gardeners, continued, 
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by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

There was going to be 
a unique, fun event called 
“Fallasburg Farmhouse 
Soiree” with live music, 
dancing, food and beer on 
Saturday, Aug. 5, but they 
couldn’t find anybody to 
sponsor the event so it has 
been cancelled.

“This was to be a 
joint venture between 
the Fallasburg Historical 
Society and the Kent 
County Parks Foundation,” 
said Ken Tamke, president 
of the Fallasburg Historical 
Society. “That is the 
fundraising arm for Kent 
County parks. They raise 
money to acquire more park 
land or add to parks that are 
already in existence. Their 
executive director Kate 
Meyer and I dreamed this 
event up, to have a square 
dance or I guess it’s called 
a contra dance, to promote 
her cause, which is raising 
money to preserve and 
add to parks and our 

Fallasburg 
Farmhouse Soiree 
in the works

cause which is to preserve 
Fallasburg Village. The 
whole idea was to hold 
it outside under the stars, 
with a sit-down barbecue 
dinner in a tent with a 
wooden dance floor and a 
caller. I don’t think either 
one of us realized that 
with contra dancing you 
need a wooden dance floor. 
Unfortunately, we weren’t 
able to get any sponsors, 
which we desperately 
needed to pull off this 
event and it was too steep a 
price tag to undertake. It’s 
our fault, we just dreamed 
it up at the last minute. It’s 
not because people around 
here are not benevolent, we 
didn’t have enough time 
to devote to it once we got 
the thing off the drawing 
board and onto the street. 
Everybody had other stuff 
going on and this just fell 
by the wayside. Ultimately, 
I think when we do get it 

Farmhouse Soiree
continued, page 4
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information provided by 
city administration and 
saying ‘no’ to plans that 
aren’t right for the city and 
then starting over with new 
discussions and ideas.”

Salzwedel said that 
his role on the council 
would be to act as the 
bridge between Lowell’s 
citizens, businesses and city 
government.

“My top priority 
will be representing my 
constituents’ interests to 
the best of my ability,” 
Salzwedel said. “This is 
one of the reasons I am 
running for city council. By 
speaking to the interests of 
the citizens and businesses, 
a city council helps to 
bridge the gap between city 
hall and the parts of the city 
that feel disconnected.”

The biggest challenge 
facing Lowell over the 
next few years is the city’s 
crumbling infrastructure, 
especially streets and 

Candidate Salzwedel, continued
sidewalks.

“Ideally these should 
be handled through capital 
improvements,” Salzwedel 
said. “Many cities have a 
small but regular portion 
of the budget annually 
dedicated to construction 
and maintenance of roads 
and sidewalks. Though 
the sum might not be great 
and only enough to build 
or repair smaller areas 
annually, over time it is a 
significant contribution to 
maintaining infrastructure. 
Sidewalks could be looked 
at as a civic responsibility 
to be maintained by the 
property owner or looked 
at as an asset to the city 
to be paid for by the city. 
You can build or repair 
sidewalks at a reduced cost 
during other construction 
activities, such as sewers, 
underground utility work, 
road resurfacing, etc. 
However, when the city 
becomes responsible for 

sidewalks, you can most 
likely expect a property 
tax increase or perhaps an 
increase in sales tax. Of 
course this applies to roads 
as well. Sometimes these 
increases also encompass 
bundling the expense of the 
police and fire departments, 
as well as other operating 
services and also schools, as 
in the case of a millage.”

Although the list of 
great things in Lowell is 
very long, Salzwedel said 
none of it would exist 
without the support and 
cooperation of the citizens 
of Lowell.

“Lowell has many 
assets, I can’t narrow it 
down to one,” Salzwedel 
said. “We have a wonderful 
school system, medical and 
wellness facilities, our own 
police and fire departments, 
an active chamber of 
commerce, LowellArts, the 
Downtown Development 
Authority, Gilda’s Club, 

restaurants and breweries, a 
variety of shops and salons, 
the list goes on. We have 
the natural trails and the 
Flat and Grand Rivers. The 
one thing these all have in 
common are the intelligent, 
talented and hardworking 
citizens supporting them. It 
would be my responsibility 
to speak to those citizens 
and listen to their concerns 
and then represent their 
interests to city hall, not the 
other way around, while 
being respectful of the 
city’s needs. You have to be 
open minded and willing to 
compromise at times. The 
definition of madness is 
doing the same thing over 
and over and expecting 
a new result. Working 
together and being creative 
to find new and as much as 
possible mutual, solutions 
to matters is important.”

He said that no matter 
what challenges the city 

faces, city council should be 
a place where anybody and 
everybody can have their 
voice heard.

“Some would say 
the roads and sidewalks, 
infrastructure,” Salzwedel 
said. “Some would say 
misappropriation of funds 
and not using taxpayer 
money properly, again 
infrastructure. Some would 
say city councilmembers 
with personal agendas and 
closed minds. There are no 
doubt many other possible 
challenges are facing Lowell 
residents. City council 
should do its best to talk 
with the people and listen to 
their concerns, then report 
back and discuss those 
concerns, keeping an open 

mind to possible solutions 
and being respectful of its 
citizens. Many times people 
just want to know they 
are being heard and that 
someone was considerate 
enough to respectfully 
listen. When necessary 
we should include our 
citizens in decision-making 
processes, give them a 
voice and then give them 
clear and concise reasons 
for the decisions that are 
ultimately made. Protecting 
the values of community 
and the suggestions, 
opinions and talents of our 
citizens is very important. 
Creating an environment 
for entrepreneurs and 
people working together is 
essential.”

generated goes to fund next 
year’s program.

“We make one annual 
trip to the Lowell Farmers’ 
Market every year to sell 
our wares,” Cheers said. 
“It’s always one of their 
favorite days. This gives 
our kids the experience of 
marketing their produce, 
washing it, pricing it, 
presenting it, learning how 
to make change, how to be 
a good salesperson, how to 
be a farmer. This is what 
many of our local producers 
go through each and every 
week, sometimes several 
times a week.”

Unsold veggies were 
donated to feed hungry 
people.

“All of the extra food 
we grow goes to the FROM 
food pantry right here 
in Lowell,” Cheers said. 
“Anything we don’t sell 
today, we will take it right 
down to the food pantry.”

The Lowell Farmers’ 
Market is open every 
Thursday through Sept. 14 
from noon until 5 pm in 
the parking lot by Veterans 
Memorial park on Main St. 
directly across the street 
from the entrance to the 
Riverwalk.

SENIOR FOOD COMMODITIES
Senior Food Commodities provides low income 

adults 60 years of age or over with a monthly distribution 
of food that may include cheese, vegetables, fruit, grains, 
cereals and canned meats. Upcoming distribution dates are 
September 13-15 and pre-registration is required and must 
be completed a month prior to receiving food. Distribution 
is during regular food pantry hours, August 9-11. For more 
information or to register, contact Flat River Outreach 
Ministries at 897-8260.

LUNCH BUDDIES
Lunch Buddies is a weekly food program for children 

age 3-18 living in the Lowell School District. Lunch Buddies 
meets once a week and provides five free meals each week. 
Children are able to shop for the meals in a pantry designed 
specifically for kids. Summer Lunch Buddies meet Tuesdays 
through Aug. 15 from 1-7 pm at FROM.

THE BABY PANTRY of LOWELL
The Baby Pantry of Lowell will be open on Tuesdays 

through Aug 15 from 1 -3 pm. They are also open every 
Monday 5:30-7:30 and Thursdays 2-4:30.  Parents are 
welcome to come once a week. The Baby Pantry is a non-
profit organization that helps area families with basic needs 
like diapers, wipes, formula, baby food and clothing.  They 
are located at 11535 Fulton Street E (FROM location). 
Connect with us on Facebook @ BabyPantryofLowell and 
our website BabyPantryofLowell.com

Master gardeners, 
continued

•••
I  speak to everyone in 
the same way, whether 
he is the garbage man 
or the president of the 

university.” 
-  Albert Einstein
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by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Music lovers spilled 
onto the sidewalks of 
the downtown Lowell 
Riverwalk last Thursday 
evening for the ninth 
installment of the Lowell 
Showboat Sizzlin’ Summer 
concert featuring the three-
piece acoustic classic rock 
and country band Natchez 
Trace.

Formed in the mid 70s in 
Alabama by last remaining 
founding member Ronnie 
Burke, Natchez Trace was 
reformed with Steve “Stevie 
Dee” Damstra in 1983. 
Permanently adding a third 
guitarist a little more than 
a decade ago with Robin 
Spring, the trio is one of 
the most often booked 
in West Michigan. The 
unplugged outfit is simple, 
comprised of only Burke’s 
bass guitar, Damstra’s lead 
guitar and Spring’s rhythm 
guitar mixed with light hand 
held percussion. The three 
combine on vocals bringing 
to life some of the best 
known songs from the 70s 
and 80s country and 60s and 
70s rock-and-roll.

Attendees of the 
weekly summer show 
were in abundance for the 
popular band, flowing out 
into the walkways along the 
Flat River and extending 
nearly to the boat launch 
and out past the Englehardt 
Library. The band enjoyed 
playful banter with the 
audience, under perfect 
weather, joking about their 
memories or lack there of. 
“Do you guys remember 
the 70s,” asked Damstra of 
the audience who in turn 
cheered. He immediately 
replied, “Liars!” inducing 
laughter before launching 
into the Eagles hit “Peaceful 
Easy Feeling.” The trio 
continued through the 
two-hour set pumping out 
classics from the likes of 
The Beatles, Fleetwood 
Mac and Crosby, Stills & 
Nash.

Audience spills onto sidewalk to hear Natchez Trace
There are just three 

shows remaining on the 
concert schedule this season 
before the series finale 
“Rockin’ for the Showboat” 
to be held Friday, August 
25, at 6 pm. According 
to Liz Baker, executive 
director of the Lowell Area 
Chamber of Commerce who 
partners with LowellArts in 
the series presentation, the 
final concert will help raise 
funds for the rebuilding of 
the iconic Lowell Showboat. 
“Rockin’ for the Showboat” 
was the brain child of Dale 
Kropf and his group Alive 
& Well. Alive & Well, 
The Adams Family, Josh 
Rose, The Preservers, Time 
Hungry and the Upstage 
Crew Blues Band will be 
performing. We are working 
with local restaurants and 
brewery to bring a great 
cocktail area and local 
food. A percentage of the 
concessions will go to the 
Showboat.”

The event will pass a 
hat to collect donations from 
attendees and also offer 
a limited edition Rockin’ 
for the Showboat glass for 

purchase as an additional 
revenue maker. To date, a 
little more than 1.1 million 
dollars have been raised 
in the effort to rebuild the 
now closed General E. Lee. 
“When we reported the 
boat being closed, many 
were very sad as was I, but 
that will change because 
we are going to build a 
new showboat,” said Baker, 
who reported that they are 
still working on securing 
contractors for the project 
and are hopeful they will 
debut it in 2019. “That is 
not written in stone. All 
great things take time,” she 
added.

Baker also took a 
moment to recognize the 
series’ supporters, including 
lead sponsors Litehouse, 
City of Lowell Downtown 
Development Authority 
and the Lowell Area 
Community Fund, adding 
she would be remiss to not 
mention the rest saying 
they could not put on the 
series without them, “AIC 
Insurance, All Weather 
Seal, Attwood Corporation, 
BHT & D CPAs, Clear Sky 

Technologies, Crystal Flash, 
Dery Physical Therapy, 
Flat River Grill, Garage 
of Lowell, Grand Rapids 
Community Foundation, 
Great Clips, Green Acres 
of Lowell, Greenridge 
Realty-Rick Seese, King 
Milling Company, The 
Lowell Ledger/Buyer’s 
Guide/Lowell Litho, 
Lowell Rotary Club, 
Lowell United Methodist 

Church, Mercantile Bank 
of Michigan, Farm Bureau 
Insurance-Mike Curtis, 
Portland Federal Credit 
Union, River Valley Credit 
Union, Suez and United 
Sign Company.”

This week Thursday, 
from 7-9 pm, five-piece 
folk band The Ragbirds 
will return to the Showboat 
stage for the second time 
in three years, bringing 

Attendees watched by way of land and by way 
of water, enjoying the tunes from the Flat River.

Popular local band Natchez Trace performs for music fans last week 
Thursday.

along their special blend 
of worldly sounds and 
diverse instrumentation. 
The show is free to the 
public and features bleacher 
and lawn seating, as well 
as adult spirits and meals 
grilled up by the Lowell 
Area Historical Museum. 
The event is handicapped 
accessible. 
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•••
Great things in business are 
never done by one person. 

They're done by a team of people.
Steve Jobs

Jill Onesti, MD, surgical oncologist at the Mercy 
Health Lacks Cancer Center.

The ABCs of Identifying Skin Cancer

Exposure to the sun is 
the leading cause of skin 
cancer, including its most 
dangerous form, melanoma, 
according to Jill Onesti, 
MD, surgical oncologist 
at the Mercy Health Lacks 
Cancer Center.

Approximately 75,000 
people are diagnosed with 
invasive melanoma each 
year. Melanoma can affect 
people regardless of age or 
race, but is more common 
in people with fair skin, red 
or blond hair and blue eyes. 
People with a family history 
of melanoma or people with 
a large number of moles 

also have increased risk 
for developing melanoma. 
A history of repeated sun 
exposure, tanning beds 
or blistering sunburns in 
childhood also increase the 
likelihood of skin cancer. 
Regardless, melanoma 
can develop in anyone and 
careful skin exams can help 
identify melanoma at an 
earlier stage.

A simple tool to 
evaluate a new skin lesion is 
to remember the ABCDEs 
of melanoma, which 
indicate a higher concern 
for cancer:  

• Asymmetry: if a 

lesion doesn’t look the same 
on both sides

• Borders: look for 
irregular borders that aren’t 
smooth and round

• Color: darker or 
multiple shades of skin 
lesion

• Diameter: size 
bigger than an eraser on a 
pencil

• Evolution: the 
skin lesion that has changed 
since last looking at it

If you notice even one 
of these findings, you should 
ask your doctor to evaluate 
and biopsy the lesion.

Fortunately the 
majority of melanomas are 
diagnosed at an early stage 
and can be treated safely 
with surgery. Treatment 
usually involves removing 
a large portion of the skin 
and soft tissue at the site of 
the lesion and may involve 
checking your lymph 
nodes. For more advanced 
cancers, a combination of 
chemotherapy and radiation 
may also be necessary.

There is no such thing 
as a safe tan. While tanning 
is part of the body’s process 
to try to protect your cells, 
the damage that occurs from 
UV light exposure can still 
cause skin cancer. Your best 
way to prevent melanoma is 
to stay out of the sun, wear 
a large hat and sunglasses 
and always apply sunscreen 
with an SPF of 30 or higher.

To learn more, 
visit http://www.
MercyHealthCancerCare.
com

properly organized and 
funded it will be a real fun 
event.”

They plan to try this 
event again next summer, 
which is also a special 
anniversary for the park. 
They also want to make 
some improvements to 
some of the park’s facilities.

“We’ve got bonafide 
causes to promote next year 
with Fallasburg Park’s 90th 
birthday and the Fallasburg 
Historical Society wanting 
to raise some awareness 
of the rehabilitation of the 
Tower Farm,” Tamke said. 
“It’s a beautiful piece of 
property right on the North 
Country Trail adjacent to 
Fallasburg Park. We just 
don’t know what to do with 
it. It’s always been a private 
home, but it seems like it 
could have some very cool 

Farmhouse Soiree, continued
community uses. There is 
a lot of storied history, of 
course, in Fallasburg and 
with the Tower property, 
but we need to rehab it, it 
needs a ton of work. We’re 
hoping that this will raise 
some awareness to help us 
get started on the big fix-up. 
We already begged a roof 
a few years back from the 
Lowell Community Fund 
and we begged some money 
as well from the Lowell 
Cable Television Fund for 
the rehab of the barn and 
some windows, so part of 
the community is already on 
board. The foundations are 
aware of it, but the people 
really don’t know about 
it yet. Hawks and Owls, 
the string band, is working 
with us on this. They are 
involved with contra dances 
and are connected into the 

music end of it. Their leader 
Bruce Ling has, for a long 
time, been involved with 
the Fallasburg Historical 
Society. He was a graduate 
of Lowell High School and 
is very much behind this 
project. Stay tuned!”

Tamke said the 
Fallasburg Historical 
Society is determined to 
make this event a success 
next year.

“If we do it next year 
we can really plan it well 
and get people on board,” 
Tamke said. “A square 
dance out in Fallasburg, 
how fitting is that?”

If you want to volunteer 
or donate to the Kent 
County Parks Foundation 
or Fallasburg Park, visit 
kcpf.org or fallasburg.org
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viewpoint
We love to hear from you!

The Lowell Ledger 
welcomes your Letters to the 
Editor. 

Letters are required 
to bear the author’s 
signature,  phone 
number and address (for 
verification purposes 
only, not for publication). 
Letters will be published 
at the discretion of the 
publisher, duplicate 
comments/authors within 
a short period may be 
dismissed. Opinions 
expressed in “To The 
Editor” are not the views 
of the Ledger employees 
or the publisher. All 
letters are subject to 
editing.  Thank you letters 
and advertising will not 
be printed.  

Letters may be submitted 
via email to: ledger@
lowellbuyersguide.com 
(“to the Editor” in subject 
line) or dropped off or 
mailed to: The Lowell 
Ledger, 105 N. Broadway, 
Lowell, MI 49331.

Looking Back, continued, page 10

Dear Editor,
I would like to speak 

out on several subjects 
pertaining to Lowell. On 
Monday, August 7, at 
5:30 pm, Lowell’s city 
council will have a special 
meeting to discuss allowing 
marijuana related businesses 
to set up shop in Lowell. 
Why a special meeting? 
Why not a public hearing? 
The subject of allowing 
marijuana related businesses 
in Lowell is too important 
of a decision to be made 
by five members of the city 
council. It’s a decision the 

community should make. 
I believe it’s a decision the 
community wants to make. 
First, there should be a 
public hearing where the 
subject can be debated and 
then it should be put on a 
ballot so the community 
can vote on it. Now, I would 
like to talk about the up-
and-coming Nov. election. 
There are five candidates 
running for three open seats 
on Lowell’s city council. 
What I have seen in the past 
is that city councilmembers 
get carried away as the 
decider, ignoring what they 

were put into office to be 
and that being the servant to 
their constituents. Instead of 
serving the constituent with 
public hearings and allowing 
voting by the way of a ballot 
when a subject warrants it, 
they act as the sole decider. 
It seems about the only time 
they have a public hearing 
is when the bylaws dictate 
it and allowing to vote on 
something as important as 
marijuana is just about non-
existent. 

There were serious 
subjects in the past. Look 
what happened with the 
biodigester when the city 
council didn’t heed the 

concerns of its constituents 
over possible odor problems 
before the biodigester 
was built. The city 
council allowed contract 
negotiations between the 
city and the public works 
department to go on for 
years which cost the city 
dearly. There is no doubt 
in my mind that a decision 
to allow marijuana related 
businesses to set up shop in 
Lowell should not be left up 
to the city council. It needs 
to go on a ballot so the 
constituents can vote on it.

Jim Howard
Lowell Township

Community should have a say

125 years ago
Lowell Journal
August 3, 1892

A farmer at Dansville has a colt that gives great 
promise of being a circus horse some day. It now 
goes upstairs to the hay loft and then jumps out of the 
window, a distance of twelve feet. 

It will be more fun than a whole box full of monkeys 
to see Claude DeVerne, the original trick clown, with 
Pike’s One King Show, at Lowell, Saturday, Aug. 6th. 

The Artistic costs you but a nickle for a good long 
smoke. If your dealer doesn’t handle them go to the 
Opera House Cigar Store, there’s where we make ‘em. 

The one great feature of Pike’s One King Show, 
which exhibits in Lowell, Saturday, Aug. 6th, is that the 
entire exhibition is given in one ring so you can enjoy 
the whole performance.

A meeting of the business men was held at Island 
Park to select a site for the Pavillion and by an 
overwhelming majority it was decided to build it on 
the spot now occupied by the dancing floor. They had 
had plans prepared with news of building where the 
speaker’s stand had been, for the years past, but the 
change of location necessitated a change of plans and 
caused a change in the building committee. It now is 
composed of S. P. Hicks, D. G. Look, F. T. King and 
N. B. Blain, who have power to select a design and 
go on with the work. The committee should have the 
active and hearty cooperation of all who are interested 
in improving the Island. 

Hiram S. Lee, of Keene, was badly injured in the 
shoulders, July 8, while driving on the streets of 
Lowell. A horse was “staked out” in the highway just in 
the outskirts of the village and while attempting to drive 
around the horse. Mr Lee’s horse became frightened 

at a move made by the animal that was tied, and 
overturned the carriage. Mrs Lee who was with him 
was not hurt much, but Mr Lee, who struck on his head 
and shoulders, has not yet been able to use his left 
arm. The buggy was badly wrecked. It would be well 
for the citizens of Lowell, as well as for the citizens of 
Saranac to refrain from tieing their horses with a long 
rope and letting them pasture in the streets, unless 
the animal is closely watched.—Saranac Local.

Mesdames Brock and Thomas will meet the young 
ladies and girls, who will take part in an operetta for the 
benefit of the Island Improvement fund, at the Davis 
House parlors to-morrow, Thursday, at 2 o’clock. They 
will produce the operetta “Lalia” the cast for which is 
composed entirely of girls. They come to Lowell well 
recommended by Ionia and Belding people. They 
have put this beautiful operetta on at both of those 
places and given great satisfaction.
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Sunday drowning – Clifton  Bloss dived to death at 

Murray Lake. Clifton Bloss, aged 16, who has been 
making his home with Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Condon 
in Vergennes, was drowned in Murray lake Sunday 
afternoon about 2 o’clock and the body was recovered 
by Dorus Church at 4:30. The drowning was witnessed 
by about a dozen people who were spending the day 
at the Condon cottage. The unfortunate lad has been 
swimming with some others and had dived from a boat 
and sank in twelve feet of water. The boy’s mother 
died several years ago, the father, who lives in Grand 
Rapids, was unable to care for his children, and the 
Condons made a home for the boy. Yeiter & Co., 
Lowell undertakers, took charge of the body, which 
was taken Tuesday morning to Dutton for funeral and 
burial.

Lowell Hospital will open in the Henry home August 
15. The Lowell hospital conducted by Mrs. S. B. Sauer 
and Miss Mabel Kline of Detroit will be ready to receive 
patients after August 15. The entire second floor in 
the Henry home will be used for hospital purposes, 
and will accomodate six patients. A modern operating 
and maternity room is being outfitted. Surgical cases 
will be made a specialty. Maternity cases are also 
solicited. The prices for these cases will be very 
reasonable, bringing proper care within the reach of 
those, who otherwise would be compelled to hire a 
nurse and help in the home. Mrs. Sauer has been 
running a private hospital at Brooklyn previous to her 
coming to Lowell and comes well recommended by 
some of the best doctors and surgeons from Detroit, 
Jackson, Grand Rapids and Brooklyn. Miss Kline is 
a graduate nurse from Harper hospital, Detroit, and 
comes well recommended. Adv

Fire protection – public warned against water waste 
by officials. Monday night Lowell had no fire protection, 
not a drop of water in our reservoir. Fire protection is 
more important than light or green grass or dustless 
street in front of the home. So the trustees of Lowell 
ask the citizens to again use as little light also as little 
water as possible so we can get our water reservoir 
pumped full for fire protection. We have limited electric 
power from the Grand Rapids Co., less in dry weather 
because they haven’t the power to sell us. If we have 
a long spell of dry weather we may be entirely without 
lights again for a time. So do your bit, economize in 
the use of water and light. Sprinkle if you have to only 
during the hours of 6 to 8 a.m. and 5 to 8 p.m. then 
only what is absolutely needed. Economy in water and 
light will see us safely through until our plants are built 
and in running order. Lowell Water Committee.
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The Strand Theatre is being treated to a bright new 

coat of fresh paint. The Strand always sets a good 
example in such matters. 

The office building of the King Milling Company is 
back again in its former familiar location on Main St, 
where it is now resting on a concrete basement wall. 

Housewives of Lowell turned in 178 lbs. of grease 
salvage during three weeks in July for making 
explosives, according to the report of Mrs. R. D. Hahn, 
local salvage chairman. Let’s try to make it 250 lbs. for 
the month of August. 

You may have heard that waste paper scrap is no 
longer needed, but that is not quite correct. It is true 
that the paper mills have been clogged with scrap 
paper but no one should waste a single ounce as the 
mills will need more in the not distant future. . It is 
patriotic to save waste paper, old rubber and all kinds 
of metals. 

Bert A. Moore, who suffered a broken shoulder and 
several fractured ribs in an accident while working on 
the new Main St. bridge about six weeks ago, is able 
to get around again although it will be some time yet 
before he will be able to resume his usual activities. 
Mr Moore was in a hospital for three weeks after the 
accident and was confined to his bed for two weeks 
after returning home. 
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NEED 
TO SEND A ?

   We CAN HELP!
Sending or Receiving

Only $1 for the first sheet
(each additional 50¢)

105 N. Broadway 
Lowell

616.897.9261

churchesarea

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF LOWELL

CHRIST-CENTERED, KINGDOM-FOCUSED HOMES
2275 West Main Street - (Barrier Free)

897-7168 -www.fbclowell.org
Pastor Jon Pickens, Lead Pastor
Pastor Phil Severn • Youth Pastor

Christi Swain, Director of Children's Ministries
SUNDAY  WORSHIP ....9:30 am (Nursery provided)
SUNDAY School .............11:00 am (Nursery-Adult)
Awana (K-5 during school year) Wednesday, 6:15 pm

Middle & High School - Mon-school year•Wed,summer, 7 pm

FIrST CongregATIonAl 
ChurCh, uCC

865 Lincoln Lake SE • 616.897.5906
Worship Service - Sundays 10:00am

Lowell's Open Table - Thursdays 5 - 7 pm
Serving meals and providing fellowship

to the greater Lowell community

LOWELL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

discover. grow. share
621 E. Main Street

897-5938
www.lowellumc.com • Barrier Free Entrance

WOrShiP 
9 am - Traditional • 11 am - Contemporary

Kid's Crew 11:15 am
Sr. Pastor - Brad Brillhart

oPen AnD AFFIrMIng
www.lowellucc.org

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YouTh grouPS  (Jr. & Sr. hIgh)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

103 Bluewater Highway (Missouri Synod)
Halfway between Lowell & Saranac on M-21

www.goodshepherdlowell.org

Worship Service ............ Sunday - 10:30 AM
Sunday School ................................. 9:15 AM

Joseph Fremer, Pastor 897-8307
All facilities are wheelchair accessible

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YouTh grouPS  (Jr. & Sr. hIgh)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

ST. MARY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
402 Amity St. • 897-9820

www.stmarylowell.com
Weekend Masses: Sat 5 PM; Sun. 10:30 aM

Saturday Confessions: 3-4:30 PM
Prayer & Adoration each Wed. 8:00 aM - 8 PM

religious education, children to adults - call pete wiggins 897-7915
see lowell cable ch 393, ewtn for 24hr. catholic broadcasting

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
621 E. Main Street

                           897-5936
www.lowellumc.com

 Barrier-free entrance
SUNDAY WORSHIP...........................................9:30
Sunday School.................................................9:30
YouTh grouPS  (Jr. & Sr. hIgh)....................6:00 PM

Worship on the riverwalk begins July 12 
Pastor Brad Brillhart

CALVARY CHRISTIAN
REFORMED CHURCH 

OF LOWELL
897-7060

Rev. Dr. Paul Mpindi PHD
1151 West Main Street, Lowell, MI

Morning Worship .....................10:00 aM
Sunday School ........................ 11:20 aM
Evening Worship .......................6:00 PM

Nursery available at both services
Barrier-Free

HEALTH
With Drs. Paul Gauthier, 

Jim Lang,
Wayne A. Christenson III, 

John G. Meier & Tracy Lixie

health

vaccinations

happy
      birthday

AUGUST 2
Carolynn Kline.

AUGUST 3
Rebbecca Heinicke, 
Kelsey Brenk, Hillary 
Smith, Becky Lamberson.

AUGUST 4
Irene Willmarth, Scott 
VanDyke, Cody Bieri, 
Nick Tykocki, Thomas H. 
Mahalic, Joann Childs, 
Kayleigh VanKeulen.

AUGUST 5
Robin Abel, Stephen 
Martin Jr.

AUGUST 6
Jessie King, Kim Foster, 
Steven Vickers.

AUGUST 7
Barbara Wright, Don 
Grummet, Jaimi Smith, 
Steve Newell.

AUGUST 8
Jennifer Kimble, Chris 
Goggins, John Rasch, 
Allen Hoekstra, Sharell 
Wolf, Debra Lenneman.

It is very important to 
get your child vaccinated. 
Before vaccines were 
available, many children 
died from the 15 diseases 
we now can prevent. 
Chickenpox, whooping 
cough, the flu, measles 
and meningitis are very 
dangerous and can still 
affect unvaccinated 
children.

Vaccines are safe. The 
most common side effects 
are fever and soreness 
where the shot was given. 
Only one or two people 
per million have serious 
reactions. Death and serious 
harm from the diseases are 
much more common than 
any risk from getting the 
vaccinations. Vaccinations 
do not cause autism. Autism 
happens just as often in 
children who do not get 
vaccinated as in those who 
do. There have been many 
studies done that prove 

vaccines do not cause 
autism.

If children are not 
vaccinated, they could 
easily get diseases from 
someone, even if that person 
does not have symptoms. 
Preventable diseases like 
measles, mumps, flu and 
whooping cough are still 
very common in other 
countries. Even in the US, 
children die every year 
from these illnesses.

Your child needs to 
be protected against these 
diseases as soon as it is safe 
to do so. For vaccinations 
to work, at least 90 to 95 
percent of people need to 
get them. Vaccinations also 
protect others you care 
about, such as grandparents, 
friends and family members. 
Unvaccinated children can 
spread diseases to children 
who are too young to be 
vaccinated or to people with 
weak immune systems, 
such as people with cancer.

Grand Valley State 
University has announced 
the graduation list for the 
2017 winter semester. 
The following are local 
graduates, their degrees, 
majors and honors; of Ada: 
Debra Ann Barnum, Master 
of Public Administration; 
Joseph M. Bauer, Bachelor 
of Arts; Tyler W. Brewer, 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration; Kyle 
M. Callaghan, Bachelor 
of Science; Conor W. 
Dahlquist, Phychological 
Specialist; Daniel B. 
Faasse, Bachelor of 
Business Administration; 
Erica E. Fischer, Bachelor 
of Science; Cynthia A. 
Gardiner, Master of Business 
Administration; Alex M. 
Gatchalian, Bachelor of 
Business Administration; 
Bridget D. Gavigan, 
Bachelor of Science; Evan 
J. Gerondale, Bachelor of 
Science; Allison L. Gerras, 
Master of Science; Adam J. 
Heiss, Bachelor of Science; 
Andrew J. Johnson, 
Bachelor of Science; 
Thomas D. Killeen, 
Bachelor of Science; Kolby 
C. Kloosterman, Bachelor 
of Business Administration; 
Rebecca A. Koster, Bachelor 
of Science; Debra J. Kue, 
Bachelor of Arts; Kayla 
M. Lenderink, Bachelor of 
Business Administration; 
Tanner J. Marlow, Bachelor 
of Business Administration; 

Carli S. McGuire, Bachelor 
of Science; Jacob A. McKim, 
Bachelor of Science; Kelly 
M. McMillen, Bachelor 
of Arts; Sally A. Nelson, 
Master of Education; Emily 
R. Noordyke, Bachelor 
of Science; Michael N. 
PreFontaine, Bachelor 
of Science; Mitchell T. 
Reitsma, Master of Business 
Administration; Maria J. 
Rowlader, Bachelor of 
Arts; Christopher J. Utz, 
Bachelor of Science; 
Amanda J. Vietzke, 
Bachelor of Science; 
Laura M. Vogelsang, 
Bachelor of Social Work; 
Isaac J. Vroegindewey, 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration; Jonathan 
J. Wilda, Master of Public 
Administration; Jenna M. 
Williams, Bachelor of Arts; 
of Alto: Kellie N. Abraham, 
Bachelor of Science; Holly 
M. Blough, Master of 
Education; Clare G. Carlson, 
Bachelor of Science; 
Kendra L. Clark, Bachelor 
of Business Administration; 
Erin R. Craig, Master of 
Social Work; AnneMarie 
Echelbarger, Bachelor of 
Science; Jacob R. Lindale, 
Bachelor of Science; Grant 
L. Mortenson, Bachelor 
of Fine Arts; Kendra L. 
Stauffer, Bachelor of 
Business Administration; 
Kimberly R. Sterzick, 
Bachelor of Arts; Natalie A. 
Storrer, Bachelor of Arts; of 

Lowell: Lyndsey M. Baculi, 
Master of Social Work; 
Kerrie L. Bartel, Master of 
Business Administration; 
Samantha R. Billock, 
Bachelor of Arts; James 
M. Bolan, Bachelor of 
Science; Lisa M. Brown, 
Bachelor of Science; 
Kayla J. Cook, Bachelor of 
Science; Daniel E. Cowden, 
Bachelor of Science; 
Jordan M. Drake, Bachelor 
of Science; Amanda M. 
Germanese, Master of 
Social Work; Jennifer A. 
Huffman, Bachelor of 
Science; Adam H. Jones, 
Bachelor of Arts; Katelyn 
R. Kaczanowski, Bachelor 
of Business Administration; 
Drew E. Mayhew, Bachelor 
of Music; Angela M. 
Meadows, Bachelor 
of Science; Brooke N. 
Mellema, Bachelor of 
Science; Jonathan P. 
Newsome, Bachelor of 
Business Administration; 
Jessica M. Piell, Bachelor 
of Arts; Andrew Pleasant, 
Master of Business 
Administration; Robert 
S. Poulton, Bachelor of 
Business Administration; 
Brianna D. Steiner, 
Bachelor of Arts; Belinda 
M. Thomas, Master of 
Public Administration; 
Shanice A. Thomas, 
Bachelor of Arts; Amanda 

M. Veenstra, Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing; 
Connor M. Westphal, 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor 
of Business Administration; 
Jake W. Will, Bachelor of 
Music Education; Ryan J. 
Woodhead, Bachelor of 
Arts.

Western Michigan 
University announces the 
2017 spring dean’s list for 
the 2016-17 academic year. 
To be eligible for the dean’s 
list, students must have 
earned at least a 3.5 grade 
point average (on a scale of 
4.0 being all As) in at least 
12 hours of graded class 
work.

Local students from 
Ada are, Brian Bigelow, 
Elizabeth Riegler, 
William Smeda, Aaron 
Gilbert, Anthony Hanson, 
Veronica Clay, Cassandra 
Hartline, Isabella Hines, 
Anna Mainero, Anthony 
Bowie, Brenden Ritter, and 
Stephanie Shreve; of Alto, 
Emily Jacobs, Ethan Young, 
Sarah Clements, Skyler 
Davis, and Alex Kapral; 
and of Lowell, Emilyn 
Dec, Kyle Demski, Jessica 
Graves, Matthew Haan, 
Rebekah Birmingham, 
Jonathan Fox, and Emma 
Heffron.

•••
Life is l ike r iding a 

bicycle.  To keep your 
balance, you must keep 

moving. 
-Albert Einstein
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Six months ago, I 
began serving as the state 
representative for east Kent 
and north Ionia counties 
in the Michigan House. It 
has been an honor working 
for the great people and 
communities of the 86th 
district and I am excited 
to announce that I will be 
writing a monthly column 
for the Lowell Ledger. Each 
month I hope to share insight 
into what I am working on 
update you on legislation 
that affects our community 
and increase transparency 
of the state government. As 
always, I welcome you to 
call my office to discuss a 
piece of legislation or inform 
me of a concern you have. 
This month I thought it 
would be of value to share 
a few things I have learned 
from my experiences in the 
legislature so far. 

First, I have learned 
that governing requires 
compromise. One cannot be 
an ideologue and get results. 
In order for a law to take 
effect, it requires consensus 
of the House, Senate and 
governor. I recently led the 
public school pension reform 
effort. Although the final 
bill that passed the House 
did not possess every detail 
that I would have liked, I 
was very happy to reach a 
compromise that addressed 
many of the problems facing 
our classrooms, educators 
and taxpayers. Our founders 
specifically designed our 
governing process to be 
collaborative in order to 
prevent one person, or group 
of people, from assuming 
too much power. I saw this 
principle in action and it was 
rewarding to see the process 
work in our state legislature. 

Secondly, I saw firsthand 
that there are interests 
in Lansing which work 
against policies that would 
positively affect the people 
of Michigan. I make an effort 
to hear both sides of an issue 
before deciding how to vote 
on a piece of legislation. 
This analysis is crucial to 
making a well-informed 

decision. Unfortunately, 
there are groups that will 
mislead order to protect their 
own interests. Making an 
informed vote is crucial to 
protecting the best interests 
of the people of Michigan. I 
was elected on the promise 
that the constituents of the 
86th district would be my 
priority. I want to emphasize 
my commitment to this 
promise and assure you that 
I will continue to fight for 
legislation that benefits our 
communities. 

Lastly, it has been a 
pleasant surprise to learn 
that the overwhelming 
majority of the elected 
officials I have met are good 
and honest people. Like 
all people, elected officials 
are not perfect. But despite 
the reputation that many 
politicians may hold, I have 
found that representatives on 
both sides of the aisle fight 
for what they perceive as 
best for their district. One of 
the most hardworking and 
genuine people I have met 
in Lansing is Representative 
Tommy Brann from Kent 
County. He has owned and 
operated a small business 
for over 40 years and 
did not run for office for 
his own self-interest. He 
really only took the job 
because he cares about his 
community. Most of my 
colleges are like Rep. Brann, 
committed, intelligent 
and compassionate. It has 
been refreshing to see that 
although I may not agree 
with everyone’s politics, 
I can at least respect their 
intentions.

Although the past six 
months have held tough 
challenges, I am even more 
thankful for the opportunity 
to serve the 86th district than 
I was at the start. Meeting 
and talking with the citizens 
of our community has been 
the most rewarding part of 
this job and I am convinced 
that I have the best district 
in this great state! I look 
forward to continuing to 
advocate for a stronger 
future at home.

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

A trio of like-minded 
Lowell moms joined 
creative forces last week 
introducing a new and fun 
program that aims to further 
foster the artistic mentality 
of the community, as well 
as spread some kindness. 
Calling their combined 

Lowell Kindness ROCKS! 
paint rocks, spread kindness

effort “Lowell Kindness 
ROCKS,” the team hosted 
their first rock painting party 
last week at Creekside Park 
encouraging participants to 
paint and place hand-sized 
festively painted rocks 
throughout the city. The 
group now hopes to track 
the location and re-location 
of those rocks through 
their Lowell Kindness 
ROCKS! Facebook page, 
encouraging the public to 
participate by painting their 

own and hiding, seeking and 
re-hiding the colorful rocks. 
We spoke with one of the 
founding members, former 
Red Arrow Mandie Crain, to 
get the scoop on this unique 
project.

Ledger: Can you tell me 
a bit about yourself and your 
history in Lowell?

Crain: I graduated from 
Lowell High School in 2007 
and married my high school 
sweetheart. We now have 
three babies and chose to 
stay in Lowell because we 
love the community.

Ledger: Do you have 
any art background or 
experience?

Participants of the first Lowell Kindness ROCKS event at Creekside Park.

Crain: I do! I have a 
cosmetology license and 
have been drawing and 
painting my whole life. I 
now sew myself and my 
children’s clothes and have 
an Etsy shop selling cloth 
diapers and other items I 
make.

Kindness ROCKS!, 
continued, page 9
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by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Dr. Galen K. Pletcher 
was the class president and 
valedictorian of Lowell 
High School’s class of 1961. 
Today, after decades of work 
as a university professor, he 
is a dean emeritus of the 
State University of New 
York in Potsdam. He credits 
Lowell Area Schools for 
his lifetime of dedication to 
education.

“I loved school, 
absolutely loved it and I 
worked very hard,” Pletcher 
said. “I had fantastic 
teachers. I think I became a 
teacher because I so much 
respected my teachers in 
high school and earlier. Ann 
Borgerson was a neighbor, 
she was very close to us 
and she was my sixth grade 
teacher. She was one of the 
five best teachers I ever had. 
She was always learning 
things. Another teacher who 
was just extraordinary was 
Kenneth Williams. He was 
fantastic. He was also my 
freshman and sophomore 
football coach. He taught 
mathematics, taught me 
algebra and plane geometry. 
I don’t know that I’ve ever 
enjoyed classes any more 
than I enjoyed those two 
classes.”

After his graduation 
with honors from LHS, he 
planned to go to college 
and become a chemist. 
Those plans changed after 
he decided that chemistry 

Valedictorian of the class of 1961 
credits LAS for his dedication to education

would be a horrific way to 
make a living. He ended 
up falling in love with 
a completely different 
discipline.

“I went to Kalamazoo 
College to study chemistry,” 
Pletcher said. “That was a 
very good undergraduate 
school in chemistry. I 
loved chemistry and did 
very well, but by the end 
of the first year I knew I 
wasn’t going to do that my 
whole life. I didn’t know 
anything about philosophy, 
I just took a philosophy 
course for kicks. I didn’t 
know what it was, I’d never 
heard of Plato, never heard 
of Aristotle. I fell in love 
right away and at 19 years 
old I was a philosopher. 
I changed my major and 
went on to get my master’s 
and my Ph.D in philosophy 
from the University of 
Michigan.”

Pletcher was hired by 
the University of Illinois at 
Edwardsville in 1970. Until 
1994 he was a professor, 
administrator, dean and 
provost there. During his 
career he has published 
papers on topics such as 
religion, the paranormal, 
ethics and the philosophy of 
science.

“I was very lucky,” 
Pletcher said. “There were a 
lot of philosophers looking 
for jobs and I found a very 
good job [at the University 
of Illinois, Edwardsville]. 

I’m now in northern New 
York, right up by the St. 
Lawrence River. I came 
up here to be Dean of 
Arts and Sciences at the 
State University of New 
York campus in Potsdam. 
It is one of the 50 oldest 
campuses in the United 
States. We just celebrated 
our 200th anniversary.”

In 2010 two SUNY 
alumni, Gary Hind and 
Deborah Diefendorf-
Hind, created the ‘Galen 
K. Pletcher Scholarship.’ 
According to the 
scholarship guidelines on 
the SUNY Potsdam website, 
it is “awarded annually to a 
junior majoring in an Arts 
and Sciences discipline 
at SUNY Potsdam who is 
involved in a collaborative 
discovery project with 
a faculty member, can 
demonstrate financial need 
and maintains a 3.0 grade 
point average.”

“I was so honored,” 
Pletcher said. “These are 
very nice people who 
founded it, who are very, 
very generous to the 
college. They made the 
initial endowment that 
makes it possible. I don’t 
know if anybody else gives 
to it, but I give to it every 
year to try to make it grow 
a little bit. Then I get to 
meet the student each year 
who is benefiting from 
the scholarship. I have 
lunch with them usually, 
sometimes dinner. That’s 

kind of fun. They’re always 
interesting people.”

Pletcher is an expert on 
religion and philosophy, but 
he says he has no idea what 
the meaning of life is.

“The meaning of life 
has been one of my major 
concerns,” Pletcher said. 
“When I was younger I 
thought that I would get 
some kind of answer and 
then that would put it to 
rest. I never did that. As 
I’ve gotten older, things 
somehow make a little more 
sense to me. I’m not sure I 
know how it happened. It 
seems like things fall into 
place in a way that doesn’t 
really have to do with 
your having discovered an 
answer that you previously 
didn’t know, it has to do 
with the way you feel 
about the world. I’m now 
73, almost 74, what I’m 
finding as I get older is that 
I feel about the world more 
comfortable than I did when 
I was a kid. I used to think 
that there were answers to 
things and I’m not so sure 
that there are. I don’t mean 
that that’s bad, I just mean I 
don’t think that’s really the 
way you should approach 
problems like the meaning 
of life, by looking for an 
answer that you can put 
down on a piece of paper.”

Pletcher has fond 
memories of his childhood 
in Lowell in the 40s, 50s 
and 60s. He said he makes 
a point of coming back to 
visit his hometown as often 
as possible.

“I grew up on Riverside 
Dr.,” Pletcher said. “I 
would sit out by the fence, I 
don’t know if it’s still there 
and I would listen for the 
red-winged blackbirds and 
look for turtles and stuff. I 
loved the river, I just was 
fascinated by the river. We 
had a boat that we kept 
on the river, I would fish 

and canoe. I was in the 
Boy Scouts. I just thought 
Lowell was a great place to 
grow up. There was so much 
to do. I grew up attending 
the Congregational Church 
when it was still on Hudson 
St. My house was about 500 
[ft.] from that church. I sang 
in the choir. We were always 
very, very active in the 
church. I loved it. My dad 
got me a bike finally when 
I was about 12 and I was 
everywhere on that bike. I 
would ride and ride and ride 
all over Lowell. It was really 
fun. It was a fun place to be. 
I had a lot of good friends. 
Nobody moved much then 
in the 40s and 50s, it wasn’t 
like nowadays when half the 
people in a graduating class 
weren’t there two or three 
years ago. When my class 
graduated there were 77 of 

us, most of us had known 
each other all our lives. We 
started at kindergarten and 
worked our way up. I loved 
being in the town, it was 
neat because I was relatively 
close to everything. My 
cousin, Bill Roth, he and 
I are very close, we grew 
up together practically. He 
lived on a farm outside of 
town and it was always 
very challenging for him. 
He played baseball and 
he had to figure out how 

he was going to get home 
after practice. Bill was 
salutatorian at Lowell the 
following year [1962]. I see 
him quite often because I 
come back to visit; I have 
some other cousins on my 
mother’s side that I try to 
see once a year at least. My 
folks and my grandparents 
are all buried in Lowell so I 
take some care of the grave 
site. We have a grave site 
in the oldest section of the 
cemetery. Then I see friends 
when I’m there, I try to 
check up on a couple folks 
that I still keep track of. 
Bruce Monroe is probably 
my best friend from my 
graduating class. Bruce was 
just here for three days, he 
drove out. He’d never been 
here before so I showed him 
some things. I’m very close 
to Lake Placid where the 
Olympic training center is. 
There is a lot to see up here.”

An unusual anecdote 
starring Pletcher was 
described in the Lowell 
Ledger on July 8, 1965.

“Galen Pletcher with 
his ability to speak German 
came to the rescue of a 
Hungarian lady who was 
found by county police 
walking towards Grand 
Rapids carrying two suit 
cases Saturday evening,” 
the story said. “The woman 
could not speak English. No 
one at the City Hall could 
speak to her until Galen 
Pletcher came along and 
began talking in German to 
her. Miss Dabo had been 
living in the Lowell area 
and was going to visit her 
brother in Grand Rapids.”

“I remember the 
Hungarian woman very 
vividly,” Pletcher said. “I 
was just home for a couple 
days visiting my parents. 
I think somebody called 

Dr. Galen K. Pletcher, dean emeritus at SUNY Potsdam, used to be found 
catching turtles in the Flat River back in the 50s.

Valedictorian, 
continued, page 14
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by Brianna Massey
Lowell Ledger intern

Erin Cardamone, 
graduate of Lowell High 
School class of 1998 and 
newly published author, 
found her love for writing 
at age seven in Mr. Gary 
Goff’s second grade 
class at Alto Elementary 
School. “There was a book 
writing competition,” said 
Cardamone. “I wrote a book 
about a vampire and I’ve 
been writing ever since.” 

The idea for 
Cardamone’s novel, 
“The Tales of Iryvalya: 
Bloodlines,” came to 
her while waiting in the 
audience at a book talk 
between two of her favorite 
authors, Kim Harrison and 
George R.R. Martin. 

The writing and editing 
process began in January 
2015 and then in May 2016, 
the book “The Tales of 
Iryvalya: Bloodlines” was 
published. 

Cardamone, who goes 
by the pen name, LeAnn 
Kelly, praises Lowell 
educators for her success as 
a writer. 

“I contribute a lot of 
my education to Lowell area 
schools and the teachers that 
helped support me,” said 
Cardamone. “I got so much 
out of being able to check 
books out from the school 
libraries.”  

LHS graduate publishes first book 
“The Tales of Iryvalya: 

Bloodlines” is set in a 
formerly peaceful fantasy 
world that was taken over 
by two clans of vengeful 
elves, The Pyrothian elves 
and the Lumaryia elves. 
The two Klayns have 
been fighting for centuries 
“laying waste to everything 
in their way” and some 
believe that it is the destiny 
of orphan Nyrieve, a mixed-
blood elf, to end the war and 
bring peace to the world of 
Iryvalya.

Although the genre is 
fantasy fiction, many can 
relate to it. 

“It speaks to our world 
in general for people that 
have differences of opinions 
and how we should coexist 
together,” said Cardamone. 
“It also gives you an 
opportunity to step out of 
your world and immerse 
yourself in a different 
world.”

She advises young 
authors to “set aside time to 
sit and write every day, even 
if it’s one sentence. The 
more you write, the more 
everything comes together. 
We need more stories in this 
world.” 

After living in New 
Mexico for five years, 
Cardamone currently 
resides in Holland with 
her husband Joe, daughter 
Ivy, four; her step-son 
Joey, 15; and their two 

cats. Cardamone completed 
her Associate’s Degree in 
psychology from Central 
New Mexico Community 
College in 2015 and has 
plans to continue her 
education in the near future. 

As an author, 
Cardamone wanted a 
name that was easy for 
her audience to pronounce 
and spell, so she goes by a 
pen name, LeAnn Kelley. 
“LeAnn is both mine and 
my daughter’s middle 
name and Kelley is my best 
friend’s name.” 

Readers of Cardamone’s 
book are highly anticipating 
a sequel. 

“I am not normally a 
person who reads science 
fiction books, but this book 
kept me wanting more,” 
said AudioMom in an 
Amazon customer review. 
“The characters are well-
developed and I can’t wait 
to see what they have in 
store when the next book is 
published.” 

Another Amazon 
customer said: “Fantastic 
character development! 
Descriptive narrative that 
made me feel like I was in 
the world. Can’t wait for a 
sequel.” 

Cardamone is currently 
working on the second book 
in the series which she hopes 
to have published in the fall 
of 2018. Book two will be 
filled with suspense, dragons 

Lowell graduate Erin Cardamone, who goes by pen name LeAnn Kelley, 
poses with her published book “The Tales of Iryvalya: Bloodlines.”

and Nyrieve’s attempting to 
unite the world. Cardamone 
hopes to have at least three 
books in the series. 

Interested in learning 

more about the life of 
Nyrieve and the world of 
Iryvalya? 

An electronic version 
of Cardamone’s book 

“The Tales of Iryvalya: 
Bloodlines” can be 
purchased on Amazon for 
$.99 and the paperback 
edition is $9.99. 

Ledger: What inspired 
you to head up this project?

Crain: A friend of mine 
lives in Virginia Beach and 
told me about how this was 
something they do there 
and I thought it was so 
awesome! I knew it would 
be amazing to do here in 
Lowell.

Ledger: Why did you 
feel this idea would take off 
in Lowell?

Crain: Lowell is very 
community centered and 
super artistic. I knew that 
people here would love 
to see other’s art around 
town and finding them and 
sharing the beautiful rocks 
you find is part of the fun!

Ledger: Who is helping 
you with the effort?

Crain: Fellow parent 
Nikki Snyder and my friend 
Willow Cramer. My son’s 
preschool teacher Kara 
Dennings actually found 
the page that Nikki started. 
We both had just started 
up so Nikki and I decided 
to team up and make it a 
group effort! And of course, 

this is a community effort 
as well! We need everyone 
painting rocks and finding 
and hiding them!

Ledger: How 
successful was your first 
painting party?

Crain: It was so fun! 
We had so many rocks 
painted that we had others, 
who were not able to attend, 
already finding the rocks 
later that day!

Ledger: Do you have 
any additional painting 
parties in the works?

Crain: Yes, we plan on 
at least one more before the 
end of summer. Hopefully 
one in the evening so parents 
who work during the day are 
able to bring their kids too. 
But the fun isn’t just for the 
kids, this is for everyone of 
all ages! 

Ledger: How can 
someone participate if they 
cannot attend a party?

Crain: Paint a few 
rocks at home. Also, when 
you find a rock please 
post it to our Facebook 
group “Lowell Kindness 
ROCKS!” so that the artists 
can see that their work was 
found and appreciated. And 
don’t forget to hide the rock 
somewhere else!

Ledger: Do you need 
artistic ability to participate?

Crain: Absolutely not! 
Have fun! Art has no rules!

Ledger: What do you 
hope is achieved through 
this effort?

Crain: A sense of 
community. I hope others 
find joy in painting the 
rocks, finding them and 
hiding them. 

Ledger: Why do you 
feel it is important to make 
an effort to spread kindness?

Crain: There is enough 
sadness in the world; the 
rocks are often bright and 
colorful and a reminder 
to find the good in the 
everyday. You may not be 
searching for any rocks, 
but when you come across 
one, we hope people use 
it as an opportunity to 
remind themselves how far 
kindness to a stranger goes. 

Kindness ROCKS!, continued
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We are at war and we will continue to fight until 
we have won complete and final victory and when 
that happy day comes all Lowell will unite for the 
development and advancement of this community. Not 
much of course can be done now as our main thought 
and effort must be towards fighting at home as well as 
on the firing lines, but we can plan for Lowell’s future 
in the meantime. Mr. Citizen, what would you plan? 
Begin now to think the matter over and do not hesitate 
to give expression to your ideas. The Ledger will be 
glad to act as a clearinghouse for your suggestions.

Lowell officer escorts a King. Lt. Sam Yeiter and 
men given high honor. Lieutenant G. Samuel Yeiter, 
a life-long Lowell boy who has been with the AEF 
in Northern Ireland since last May, has written an 
interestlng letter to his mother, Mrs. O. J. Yeiter, from 
which we are permitted to make a few extracts for 
readers of the Ledger. The letter is dated “Somewhere 
in N. Ireland, from the latter part of May to mailing date, 
July 24, 1942,” and in it Sam tells of receiving his First 
Lieutenant’s commission on May 26; he has also been 
Commanding Officer of the Reconnaisance Company 
of the 13th Armored Regiment since early spring. 
Lt. Yeiter tells of the distinction recently awarded his 
Company when they were chosen to act as Royal 
Guard and Escort to the King and Queen of England 
on the day they spent reviewing the American troops 
in Ireland. Sam writes: “The boys in the Company had 
a little something to talk about awhile back when the 
King and Queen of England plus a number of Generals 
visited our troops. Spent one day with us, during which 
time Reconnaisance Company was the RoyaI Guard 
and Escort wherever they went. The Royal dinner was 
served by our (Ren.) cooks in our mess hall, (“cherry 
pie” being the dessert!) and I found myself the official 
door-opener and helper-in-and-outer of the Royal 
car (tangling each time with the Royal chauffeur and 
generally losing out, but at least being within arm’s 
reach of the Royalty most of the time, and succeeding 
finally in getting a wink from the Queen!) Again, a few 
weeks ago when General Eisenhower, Commander 
of the European Theater of Operations, visited us 
we wore the Guard of Honor, so guess the boys are 
still carrying the standard they copped at Fort Dix as 
the top Company in the regiment. Have enclosed a 
couple of commendations which kind of take some 
of the sting out of the sacrifices made. Lately, when 
we haven’t been’ out maneuvering, the endless job of 
preparing each man for whatever may come, building 
teamwork within the Company, and keeping the men 
in line has been requiring thirty hours’ time out of every 
day, with the six extra hours for doubletime. So here 
we are where we first squatted, raring to go and get it 
over with, but still marking time.” “I once thought I was 
a busy fellow back in college days, and again while 
in Kentucky and on maneuvers, but now I know that 
I hadn’t gone through any thing at all! In those days 
there was at least fifteen minutes a day I could call 
my own. This past period has been something beyond 
describing in words. If I had only had time to have 
kept a diary I would have something priceless. In the 
meantime, I’m healthy and happy and my ‘boys’ are 
coming along in great shape. We got a double done 

of spring housecleaning when we moved in here, but 
the boys turned out to be top-notch housekeepers, 
gardeners and landscape artists, so that now our 
entire time is accounted for by a twenty-four hour a 
day training schedule.” Of Ireland, Sam says the 
countryside looks like a page out of the National 
Geographic magazine, and that they find it hard to get 
used to the English coins; the four hours of darkness, 
from twelve to four a.m.; “driving on the left side of the 
road or getting into a car from the right to find your 
teeth banging against a steering wheel, and finally the 
weather! Every cloud that comes over dumps a load of 
rain, regardless of whether the sun is shining or not, so 
wherever one goes, so goes his raincoat.”

 

50 years ago
Lowell Ledger
August 3, 1967

A four-window display going up this week at the Root-
Lowell Manufacturing Company on W. Main Street will 
trace the story of Showboat from its beginning in 1932 
to the present. Along with the Showboat story is the 
associated sprayer equipment being manufactured 
here at the same time. The display includes a picture 
of the first Showboat; newspaper stories of the 100th 
performance of Showboat in the now extinct Grand 
Rapids Herald; other pictures of the various boats 
used over the years are part of the project, including 
the 1967 model just being completed. The display 
was evolved over a period of the last few months 
by George Appleyard, director of promotions and 
advertising for the company, along with his assistant, 
Ralph Gould. A search was conducted for pictures of 
the several eras of Showboat; after finding photos they 
were enlarged for the display. C. H. Runciman with his 
scrapbook from 25 years of heading Showboat had 
pages from the newspapers. Be sure to take a look 
at this community promotion project of Root-Lowell’s, 
It will bring back many memories. When your friends 
come to town for Showboat, make this one of the stops 
to give them a little background of this annual event.

The Bronze Star medal, bearing the “V” (Valour) 
device for heroism, was award past-humously 
Wednesday, July 26 to Thomas V. (Tex) Ford, Jr., 
Lowell’s first casulaty of the Viet Nam war. The medal 
was presented to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
V. Ford, sr., Lowell, in a ceremony held at the Army 
Reserve Center in Grand Rapids. Tex, who was killed 
in action on February 16, was buried in Arlington 
Cemetery in Virginia with hero’s honors.

Eberhard’s new super market facility, under 
construction on West Main Street, is expected to open 
about August 15, it was revealed this week. Work on 
stocking shelves was started this week. 

On a hunch that a car full of boys and girls, squealing 
tires and making high speed turns might be drinking, 
brought about the arrest of four boys and two girls from 
the Ionia area Friday evening. Lowell Police stopped 
the car for defective equipment and discovered beer in 
their possession. The five youths, between the ages of 
17 to 20, admitted to a charge of minors in possession 
in Justice Rittenger’s Court on Saturday. All five paid 
fines and costs of $30.

A Lowell Police officer overheard Phillip Worthington, 
24, Lowell, use lewd and immoral language to a girl 
on Main Street last Thursday, and arrested him on a 
disorderly charge. Worthington plead guilty, and was 
ordered to pay a fine of $25 in Justice Rittenger’s 
Court.

 

25 years ago
The Lowell Ledger

August 5, 1992
The show must go on. Despite wanton destruction 

to the James C. Veen Observatory, 3308 Kissing Rock 
SE, the scheduled Friday night open house played 
host to 250 area residents. Dave DeBruyn, director of 
the Roger B. Chaffee Planetarium at the Grand Rapids 
Museum, came upon the works of the vandals Friday 
night as he arrived to open the doors in preparation 
for the open house. The Planetarium director said he 
believes the break-in occurred late Thursday, early 
Friday. There was no sign of forced entry, but the 
front door of the observatory was open when DeBruyn 
arrived. While this is the third break-in in the last three 
years, the latest will prove to be most expensive. “What 
they took was minor, it’s what they damaged that will 
be costly,” DeBruyn said. Taken from the Observatory 
was a stereo amplifier and an answering machine. 
Items damaged included a portable telescope 
which was tipped over, and the darkroom was 
ransacked damaging the photo enlarger. The amateur 
astronomers were outraged most by the damage done 
to the observatory’s largest telescopes. The vandals 
dropped a heavy metal tool onto the reflecting mirror of 
the principal telescope, leaving gouges and impairing 
the telescope’s performance,” DeBruyn said. The bill 
to fix the telescope will exceed $1,000. “There are 100 
amateur astronomers outraged. We’re hopping mad 
and are determined to find out who did this,” he said. 
The observatory built in 1970 and run by volunteers 
depends on donation of $10,000-$15,000 a year to 
keep the observatory open. Because of limiting funds 
an alarm giving the observatory full protection has 
not been affordable. “Now we must face the need of 
increased security measures to fight the problem,” 
DeBruyn said.  One of the problems facing the 
observatory is its isolation. It sits back off of Kissing 
Rock Road atop a hill in a wooded area. This is the 
latest story of vandalism in the area. DeBruyn said 
it may be related to the vandalism occurring west of 
town on M-21. The director said it is thought that the 
origin of the problem is not far from the observatory. 
“If the vandals are young kids it’s time they realize this 
isn’t penny ante stuff.”

Lowell Chamber of Commerce receives City 
Council’s approval on DDA resolution. Revenues to 
be sought through tax increment financing. It may be 
the wake-me-up call that a tired Lowell Downtown 
needs. Monday night, some ambitious and energetic 
Lowell Chamber of Commerce members went before 
the City Council asking that a resolution of intent 
be adopted for a downtown development authority, 
designating the boundaries of the downtown district, 
calling a public hearing on the proposed boundaries, 
and on the ordinance incorporating the authority. 
The Council passed the resolution unanimously. The 
process will involve public hearings, public notification 
of hearings, and adopting an ordinance notifying the 
Secretary of State and establishing boundaries. Lowell 
Chamber of Commerce President Jim Reagan said 
a DDA would help halt property value deterioration, 
increase property tax valuation where possible in the 
business district of the City, would eliminate the cause 
of deterioration, and would promote economic growth. 
“Our downtown needs help. A DDA is something that 
could benefit our downtown. If we work together we 
can accomplish more than individually,” Reagan 
said. “The DDA cannot work miracles. It can only 
be as strong and viable as its board members. The 
Chamber believes there are talented, energetic and 
ambitious individuals who live and work in Lowell who 
could make the DDA successful.” Reagan said one 
request downtown businessmen made was that DDA 
revenue be created through tax increment financing 
and not increased millage. Tax increment financing is 
a way for cities, villages, and townships in Michigan, 
which have established DDA or local development 
finance authority, to finance development projects. 
Money needed to finance development in this manner 
comes from local property taxes and is used for public 
improvements such as buying land, constructing and 
improving streets, sidewalks, lighting, or perhaps 
parking lots or the public mall of a shopping district. The 
money is raised from the tax dollars that are generated 
by proposed new private property developments and 
improvements.

Looking Back, continued
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by Tim McAllister
lead reporter

Flat River Outreach 
Ministries will once again 
give hundreds of local kids 
free backpacks for school 
this August.

“FROM has been 
providing the backpack 
program for over five years,” 
said Amanda Haberlein 
from FROM. “We currently 
have 232 children signed 
up, but we have one more 
day of sign-ups on August 
1 from 1 pm until 7 pm. 
We have made changes to 
the program over the years 
and are always looking for 
ways that we can improve in 
order to make this program 
the most effective for both 
families and the schools.”

The distribution also 
includes a free haircut if you 
sign up ahead of time and 
some ergonomic training for 
the kids while they wait.

“Stylists from Great 
Clips and Jultara Salon have 
agreed to donate their time 
to provide free haircuts,” 
Haberlein said. “Northern 
Physical Therapy will also 
have physical therapists on 
hand to talk about backpack 
safety.”

The backpacks were 
donated by individuals, 

FROM backpack program is ready for distribution
companies and other 
organizations.

“We have had some 
backpacks and school 
supplies donated by 
generous individuals 
and businesses in the 
community,” Haberlein 
said. “We’ve received 
donations from The Lucas 
Howard Group and Verizon, 
as well [as] anonymous 

individuals. FROM has 
purchased the remaining 
needed backpacks and 
school supplies to ensure all 
those registered will receive 
a backpack and the supplies 

they need to start school off 
right. The program is also 
partially underwritten with 
a grant from the Amway 
One-by-One Foundation.”

The FROM backpack 
distributions will take place 
on Tuesday, Aug. 8 and 
Tuesday, Aug. 15, from 1 
pm until 7 pm at FROM, 
11535 E. Fulton. For more 
information call 616-897-

8260 or visit fromlowell.
org.

“Back to school can 
cause financial hardships 
for some families as the 
cost of school supplies, 

backpacks and clothing 
adds up quickly,” Haberlein 
said. “Having a backpack 
and the required school 
supplies help to set children 
up for success in school and 
makes them more confident 
returning to school after 
the summer. By providing 
backpacks and school 
supplies we can help reduce 

the amount of stress on 
families during back to 
school. When children 
come to school without 
the required supplies they 
are not prepared to learn 
and that puts additional 
strain on teachers, many of 
whom end up purchasing 
school supplies out of their 
own pocket. FROM wants 

children to have the tools 
they need to be successful in 
school and wants teachers to 
be able to teach without the 
concern that children don’t 
have the required materials. 
The program is just another 
way that FROM can be a 
resource for families and for 
our community.”
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CLARK
Iris M. Clark, age 88 of Lowell, passed away peacefully 
at home Sunday, July 
30, 2017. She was 
preceded in death 
by her husband of 
54 years, Robert L.; 
grandson, D. Mason 
Burdette; parents; and 
14 siblings. She is 
survived by her children, 
Michael (Kathy) 
Clark, Lisle L. Clark, 
Brenda (Dave) Slater, 
Bernard Clark, Diane 
(Duke) Burdette; 12 
grandchildren; 11 great-
grandchildren; and 2 
great-great-grandchildren. Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated Friday, August 4, 11:00 a.m. at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, 402 Amity St., Lowell, MI 49331. 
The family will greet friends and relatives prior to the 
service at the church 9:30-11:00 a.m. Rev. Aaron Ferris 
presiding. Interment Merriman Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, or Flat River Outreach Ministry, 11535 Fulton 
St. E., Lowell, MI 49331.

HOWARD
Timothy Leonard “Buddha” Howard of 
Parnell passed away on July 24, 2017 at 
the age of 75. He is survived by his long 
time love, Shirley Willis; his sons Patrick 

and Matthew (Maureen); his granddaughter Isabelle; 
brothers Thomas (Jean) and Richard (Irene); and 
numerous nieces; nephews and cousins. Tim was a 
proud Navy veteran who served on the Observation 
Island, the principal test ship in the development of 

America’s submarine-launched missile capability 
(the old “Eggs And Grits for $1.54”).  After a time as 
a communication electrician at the Defoe Shipbuilding 
Company in Bay City, and some harrowing work 
at Dow Chemical in Midland, he settled in to work 
with “Himself” Ralph Howard on the family farm.  He 
attended classes at Kent Skill Center on construction, 
and over the past 40 years he single-handedly built 
numerous structures to support his ever-evolving 
agricultural business. Some say he had the strength 
of 10 men, but it was only ever proven to be equivalent 
to 2-3 men. Tim cared deeply about preserving the 
rural agricultural way of life he enjoyed.  He served for 
many years on the Montcalm County 4-H Fair Board, 
bringing a patient leadership that inspired many kids.  
Tim also served in Vergennes Township government, 
striving to maintain the rural character of the area for 
future generations.  He recently celebrated the 175th 
anniversary of the founding of Howard Farms. He was a 
solidly reliable presence for his family and friends, and 
a steady source of advice on any number of subjects. 
His quick smile, love of a good practical joke, keen 
insight, and unending disappointment with the Lions 
will be missed by all those who knew him. His pride in 
his granddaughter knew no bounds, despite the fact 
that she is a Buckeye fan. He enjoyed traveling, often 
with no particular destination, as long as there was a 
good farm stand, fish market, or diner along the way. 
His family will remember him with an open-house 
ceremony at his farm on August 12 starting at 2pm, with 
a toast in his honor. Tim wished for any remembrance 
contributions to be made to the Kent County’s Purchase 
Development Rights program to aid in the preservation 
of the rural life he loved (https://www.accesskent.com/
Departments/BOC/PDR/contribute.htm).

LILLEY
Mr. James Clifford Lilley Sr. passed away August 1, 
2017. He was preceded in death by his sisters, Wanita 
Mudge, Charlotte 
Homberger; brothers, 
William C. Lilley, Bob 
Lilley; son, George S. 
Lilley; granddaughter, 
Nicole Rae Lilley. He 
is survived by his wife 
of 40 years, Cherryl; 
children, Arthur 
(Christine) Wright, 
James (Christine) 
Lilley Jr., Keven (Laura 
McCarthy) Lilley; 
grandchildren, Andy 
Wright, Stephanie 
(Davis) Wright, 
Loukas (Ally) Wright, 
Jimmy Wright; great- 
grandchildren, Emily Wright, Owen Davis, Isaac Wright, 
Thadeous Wright; in-laws, Hank (Pam) Ross, Jann 
McKellar, Robert (Nancy) Lyon, John (Lillian) Bryant, 
Gary (Catherine) Acker, Elenora Launiere, Harry 
(Darlene) Chichester. James was a pilot in the Army 
and Airforce during World War II. He was a mechanical 
engineer and a jack of all trades. There was not 
much he couldn’t do. A memorial service will be held 
Monday, August 7, at 11 am at the Stegenga Funeral 
Chapel – Belmont, 1601 Post Dr. NE. Loved ones will 
greet relatives and friends one hour prior to the service 
at the funeral home. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Faith Hospice. To share a photo, memory and 
sign the family’s online guest book please visit www.
stegengafuneralchapel.com
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my dad. I had studied in 
Germany at the University 
of Bonn and my German was 
pretty good back then. That 
was a long time ago. I went 
down to the police station 
and there was this poor lady 
sitting there looking lost. 
Her German wasn’t very 
good, but mine was good 
enough that I could figure 
out what she was saying. It 
was interesting. She wasn’t 
young, she was probably 
in her mid 40s. I think she 
was visiting somebody, but 
it was a little weird. There 
weren’t any homeless 
people in those days. We 
never would have thought 
of that. There was a time 
when I was a little boy 
when there were hobos. My 
grandmother sometimes 
would give them something 
on the back porch.”

Pletcher said that 
Lowell seems much larger 
now than it did when he 
lived here.

“Now Lowell is 
huge, it’s so much larger,” 
Pletcher said. “I think it has 
a lot to do with industries 
that have grown up in the 
area. People are using 
Lowell as a bedroom. The 
surrounding area has grown 
and people like living in 
Lowell. It’s a good place 
to live. Another thing that’s 
really interesting is that the 
rivers are cleaned up. When 
I was there you could catch 
bass once in a while up 
above the dam by my house 
on Riverside Dr., but there 
were no trout, there were 
no salmon anywhere up and 
down the Grand. I brought 
my son David back one 
time and my dad said there 
were steelhead running. He 

said they would get as far as 
the dam right there by King 
Milling. We went down 
there and David hooked a 
big one. He didn’t land it, 
but it was just amazing to 
me that there would be fish 
of that quality in that river. 
It wasn’t a filthy river, it 
just wasn’t good enough 
to sustain game fish of that 
quality.”

First a sibling moved to 
Colorado, seemingly on a 
whim. Decades later both of 
his own children moved to 
Colorado. Pletcher visits as 
often as possible and keeps 
in touch on various devices.

“My sister, Pat 
Pletcher-Conway, graduated 
from Lowell in 1968 and 
went to Kalamazoo College, 
like I did and graduated in 
1972,” Pletcher said. “A 
couple years later she just 
said, ‘I’m going to live in 

Denver.’ So she moved to 
Denver. She didn’t have a 
job or anything, although 
she did within a week or so 
of getting there. She’s lived 
in Colorado ever since. 
She’s married to a great guy 
whom I really love. When 
my kids were little we lived 
in St. Louis, MO and we 
would go out to Colorado 
as often as we could for 
vacations so we could see 
Pat and Allen and the kids 
could have fun. When my 
kids got bigger they both 
moved to Colorado. They 
both now live in the Denver 
area, rather close to each 
other and my sister lives 
west of Denver. It’s nice 
that they live close together. 
With electronic media we’re 
much closer and in touch 
than we ever would have 
been, say, 30 years ago. You 
don’t have to write letters, 

if you see a pretty flower 
you can take a picture of it 
and message it out. There’s 
all kinds of closeness that 
we didn’t have, so I don’t 
feel like they’re quite as far 
away as I think I would feel 
if we didn’t have that.”

After suffering a 
terrible personal tragedy, 
Pletcher ended up with a 
new, expanded family.

“I was married for 35 
years to a woman named 
Cecilie,” Pletcher said. “She 
is the mother of David and 
Jessica. She died suddenly 
in 2003. I was by myself 
for quite a while, then 
mutual friends introduced 
me to a divorcée from the 
area named Helen McLean. 
We were married 11 years 
ago. She has three kids and 
they’re all spread around 
various places. I have two, 
so we now have a family of 
five.”

Pletcher said that the 
best way to keep up with 
his hometown is through his 
subscription to the Lowell 
Ledger.

“I’ve taken the Ledger 
for years,” Pletcher said. “I 
must say, I don’t know most 
of the participants anymore, 
but it’s fun to keep track of 
what’s going on. I like to 
check the obits to make sure 
that I know if somebody has 
passed on that I knew. It’s 
fun to know what’s going on. 
I followed the biodigester 
drama for a long time just 
because I was interested. 
It seemed like such a good 
idea, but it didn’t work out. 
And then the other thing I 
really like is the ‘Looking 
Back Through the Ledgers’ 
column. I love that.”

Valedictorian, continued

by Kathryn Atwood
contributing reporter

Ability Weavers has 
been “Weaving a Purpose” 
in Lowell for just over a 
year at its storefront located 

Ability Weavers offers textile arts with a purpose
at 215 W. Main where it 
offers not only a unique 
working opportunity for 
adults with disabilities, but 
also fine handwoven goods 

for sale and now the chance 
for the public to learn the art 
form.

The use of weaving as 
a method to produce textiles 

can be dated back as far as 
27,000 years and is cited 
throughout the histories of 
nearly every continent. The 
practice can be described as 
using two or more yarns or 
threads interlaced or woven, 
at right angles eventually 
forming a cloth. Typically 
this cloth is created on 
a loom as is the case at 
Ability Weavers where the 
weavers utilize this ancient 
art in a very unique and 
modern way.

Lowell residents and 
owners Eric and Beryl 
Bartkus started the business 
after recognizing the 
limited employment options 
available for disabled 
adults like her own autistic 
daughter. One year later the 
business provides an income 
and a livelihood for nearly 
two handfuls of employees 
with developmental 
disabilities. The part-time 
crew works in an open 
studio sharing their work 
space with their retail space 

providing a rare shopping 
experience. Guests of the 
store are able to watch 
the weaving process and 
interact with the weavers 
while browsing their hand-
crafted rugs, table runners 
and accessories.

Adding to their already 
interactive shopping 
experience, the business is 
now hosting “Weave Your 
Own” events each Thursday 
from 2-7. During these 
entertaining and educational 
events customers are guided 
by the store’s own weavers 
as they create their own self 
designed 22” x 36” rug or 
up to four foot table runner. 
The cost of participation is 
$45 with the guest leaving 
with their newly crafted 
piece. Registration is 
recommended, though not 
necessary, as walk ins will 
be accommodated as space 
and time allow.

During its first year 
Ability Weavers has seen 
success inside the brick 

and mortar retail space as 
well as the online Ability 
Weavers Etsy shop and have 
a collection of fashionable 
home decor creations 
on display at nearby MI 
Hometown Furnishings at 
312 E. Main. The top-selling 
item is the custom made 
rugs the loom operators 
craft using the customer’s 
choice of material, color and 
size. Each piece of work is 
marked with the name of the 
employee who created it on 
the tag and all profits derived 
from sales are returned to 
the artists providing a sense 
of accomplishment and 
purpose, as well as a regular 
wage, for those who might 
otherwise have a difficult 
time securing employment.

Ability Weavers is 
open Tuesday, Friday 
and Saturday, 10-5 and 
Thursday, 2-7. Questions, 
registration and custom item 
orders can be directed to 
616-929-0211.

Ability Weavers in historic downtown Lowell offer textile arts with a 
purpose.
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JulY 26 - AuguST 1

SuDoKu

P.O. Box 128
Lowell, MI 49331

 897-9261

Monday - Thursday:
8 am - 5 pm

Friday:  8 am - Noon
Closed Sat. & Sun.

LEDGER OFFICE HOURS

Puzzle solutions 
on page 12

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD

THEME: CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS

ACROSS
1. West African 
religious practice
6. J. Edgar Hoover’s 
org.
9. Decked out
13. *Mickey Mouse’s 
pet in books and 
cartoons
14. Young newt
15. Certain rib quality
16. Asian goat antelope
17. American Gas 
Association
18. Metrical units in 
poetry
19. *Story of Auggie 
Pullman, boy with a 
rare disease
21. Captain’s record
23. Thanksgiving 
serving
24. Actor MacLachlan
25. Aardvark’s morsel
28. Shape with an ax
30. Battlefield ID
35. Displeasure on 
one’s face
37. High part of day
39. Nigerian money
40. ____ of Man
41. Wooden pin
43. Swarm like bees
44. Paparazzi’s target
46. *Children’s author 
____ Pennypacker
47. Dial in on a radio
48. Attractive to look at
50. High in decibels
52. “Swan Lake” step
53. Virginia folk dance
55. Future fish
57. *”The ____ 
Tollbooth”
61. *Mary Lennox’s 
secret spot
64. *Young Montague

65. O in IOU
67. Writers’ inspirations
69. Gibson garnish
70. ____ Aviv
71. PayPal money
72. *”Where the Red 
____ Grows”
73. *Final word of a 
children’s story?
74. Buy second-hand

DOWN
1. Goddess Rhea, to 
Romans
2. *”he ____ the house 
down.”
3. Never replaced the 
UK’s pound sterling
4. Lack of muscle 
tension
5. Carriage on top of 
elephant
6. Robert De Niro’s 
“Cape ____”
7. *Roald Dahl’s 
acronym
8. Europe’s “boot”
9. Dungeness, e.g.
10. Car with a bar
11. Pulpit
12. Writing spot?
15. *Don’t let it drive 
the bus!
20. Correct
22. Antiquated
24. ____-it-____
25. *Rabbit hole 
traveler
26. Offensively curious
27. Ballerina’s skirt 
fabric
29. Courts

31. General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade
32. Secure with ropes
33. Rome’s Colosseum
34. *Quarter Quell
36. Snorkeling site
38. Infamous Roman 
Emperor
42. *”Little House on 
the Prairie” protagonist
45. “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory” 
(2005) movie director
49. “War and Peace” 
author
51. Type of roof 
window
54. Portray emotion
56. Draw out a 
conclusion
57. Faculty member, 
for short
58. Sharpen
59. Arabian chieftain
60. Ne
61. Fix a horse
62. Biblical twin
63. Monster’s loch
66. Skin cyst
68. Anything female

 • In another twitter twister President Donald 
Trump tweets that he does not want transgender 
people serving in the military forces claiming 
that it will reduce health care costs in the 
military and ultimately help “america be great 
again.”

 • 60-year-old tv personality Katie Couric, former 
Today Show host and CBS news anchor, who 
currently co-hosts an online cooking show with 
her husband, is working on a documentary for 
National Geographic, produces a series for 
the FYI network, is calling it quits on the online 
company Oath (formerly Yahoo) where she 
conducted interviews and new reports since 
2014.

 • Five men, of the nine men dubbed “the Grand 
Theft auto Gang,” in an attempt to escape a 
hearing in a Moscow court caused a shootout 
when one of the defendants attempted 
to strangle one of the guards and other 
defendants managed to seize the guard’s 
weapons. Three of the defendants were killed 
and two guards were injured. The defendants 
were being charged with 17 murders and two 
attempted murders before the shoot out.

 • An investigation into the bizarre heist of a 
1,700 pound barbecue pit, that was stolen early 
Sunday from a popular albuquerque restaurant 
as it was cooking up a batch of brisket, has 
begun, but no arrests have been made as of 
yet. To help cover the cost of replacing the 
black and red 200-gallon smoker, the owner 
of Pepper’s Ole Fashion BBQ has considered 
launching a crowdfunding page.
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